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On The Cover: For years, Alabama fans have met 
at “Coach Brtyant’s statue” in front of Legion 
Field. It was an appropriate spot for two repre- 
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SCORECARD 


NCAA Exposed 

An extraordinary document obtained by Tuscaloosa News Sports Editor 
Cecil Hurt and printed in a 24-page special section of the newspaper on 
February 20 validates the belief that the NCAA violated every tenet of 
fairness in its persecution of Alabama’ football program. The institution 
charged with maintaining integrity of intercollegiate athletics was ex- 
posed. 

The backbone of enforcement of NCAA rules is the concept of coopera- 
tion between the member schools that make up the NCAA and the paid 
employees of the organization’ staff. In a document the NCAA would not 
have wanted seen (indeed, this publication is unprecedented), staff mem- 
bers were revealed to have violated both the letter and the spirit of NCAA 
regulations, and members of the Infractions Committee were happy to go 
along with this travesty. The document is the transcript of Alabama's 
eight-hour hearing in November, 2001, in which Alabama attempted to 
defend itself against NCAA charges. 

While a mere reading of the report cannot reveal extenuating nuances, 
such as voice inflection or body language, the language of the document 
shows that members of the NCAA Enforcement Staff and of the 
Infractions Committee would have some distance to rise to reach the 
level of contempt. The Enforcement Staff violated rules and led The 
University of Alabama into a trap, And it is obvious from a reading of the 
transcript that The University hac no way to expect the extraordinary 
penalties that would be levied against Alabama, Any objective evaluation 
of the hearing would lead to the conclusion that in order to increase 
penalties, the Enforcement Staff provided additional unproved and unde- 
fended information to the Infractions Committee, which would be im- 
proper action by both. 

(This does not even consider the duplicity of the Infractions Appeals 
Committee, which became the third member of the witch-hunting troika, 
ignoring every fact of NCAA wrong-doing in dismissing the Universitys 
appeal with a flawed document of its own.) 

Most damning of the NCAA is the incredible revelation that NCAA offi- 
cials knew of the potential for recruiting violations and elected to with- 
hold that information from The University: Mark Jones, who is paid to be 
the NCAA director of enforcement, said that rather than prevent a viola- 
tion he decided to let Alabama into the trap. His blase reasoning? 
“Because we represent the rest of the schools.” 

The document also reveals, not surprisingly, that former Southeastern 
Conference Commissioner Roy Kramer, generally recognized as a 
Tennessee fan and Alabama-hater, was guilty of withholding information 
from Alabama, one of the member schools he was paid to represent. To 
his credit, Kramer did offer compelling testimony on Alabama’s behall, 
but like every other word and document on that side it was ignored by 
the Infractions Committee. 

The document also revealed that Milton Kirk, the former assistant 
coach at Memphis Trezevant High School who has claimed that Alabama 
booster Logan Young paid former Trezevant Head Coach Lynn Lang to 
entice Albert Means to sign with Alabama, wanted to talk about other 
schools. Rich Johanningmeier, the staff member in charge of the Alabama 
ease, said that Kirk wanted to talk about other schools and he had to 
work to keep Kirk focused on Alabama. That fits with another case in 
which Kenny Smith, Sr., the father of a prospect whose recruitment was 
instrumental in penalties against Alabama, said he wanted to tell 


Johanningmeier about Tennessee and the NCAA investigator dismissed 
that information. Johanningmeier also admitted he had to threaten [or- 
mer Alabama player Travis Carroll with his loss of eligibility after he 
transferred to Florida in order to get Carroll to testify against Alabama. 

The document also shows that while the NCAA staff wanted to tie 
Young and another booster, Ray Keller, to recruiting violations, they had 
no proof (other than secret witness testimony) of any violations. That se- 
cret witness has been identified by many as likely to be a recruiting ana- 
lyst, Tom Culpepper, who was antagonistic towards The University after 
being fired from his job with a company providing broadcasting services 
for Crimson Tide sports and after unsuccessfully receiving any considera- 
tion for a job in Alabama’ football recruiting office. 

Incredibly, the Infractions Committee chose to believe the likes of con- 
victed felon Milton Kirk and not believe University President Andrew 
Sorensen. The committee chose to ignore the facts of Travis Carroll pur- 
chase (and subsequent repossession for non-payment) of a used vehicle as 
presented by Marsh, who has nationally-respected expertise in this area. 

The document confirms the belief that Alabama's decision to defend it- 
self “on the cheap,” primarily with in-house counsel, former Faculty 
Chairman of Athletics Gene Marsh (a law school professor), and former 
Associate Athletics Director for Compliance Marie Robbins (who has a law 
degree and who is now Alabama’s senior administrator for women’s athlet- 
ics) had The University overmatched. But now there is proof that Bama’s 
legal team might have been good enough had the NCAA been honest. 

Alabama’ staff made a decision to allow introduction of some informa- 
tion from a “confidential source," who is someone not willing to be pub- 
licly identified. And, quite properly, NCAA regulations prohibit that secret 
witness information from being a part of a case against a member institu- 
tion. (Further information obtained in a separate legal action has revealed 
that Alabama football rivals, notably Tennessee Head Coach Phil Fulmer, 
may have helped the confidential source develop this information.) 

At the end of the hearing, Robbins, for one, knew she had been out- 
maneuvered by the devious members of the Enforcement Staff. She said, 
“Having seen how this has played out, I could never advise another 
school to do what we did against our self-interest in agreeing to the ad- 
mission of the information from the confidential source.” Leaving aside 
the notion that almost any adult would have enough sense to not do what 
Alabama’ “defense” team did, doesn’t excuse the Enforcement Staff. 

The Alabama side does not come off without blemish, Particularly un- 
settling is the disingenuousness of former Assistant Coach Ronnie 
Cottrell in avoiding the issue of whether he had received a loan from 
Logan Young. However, this would seem to be a violation in only the 
most technical area. 

So what will be the outcome for The University? Almost certainly, noth- 
ing. However, the revelation may help other schools, both in the way they 
choose to operate within the system and the manner in which NCAA em- 
ployees treat their member institutions. 

One might expect resignations from the likes of Jones and 
Johanningmeier, but that would be the action of honorable men. Myles 
Brand, the president of the NCAA (who was not on board when this ac- 
tion took place), has talked the good game about university presidents 
taking action against football coaches who violate ethics. It will be inter- 
esting to see if he has a reaction to the unethical behavior of those under 
his command. -Kirk McNair 


Honor For Winston 

Even before he scored 31 points and pulled 
down 11 rebounds in Alabama's upset of 
fourth-ranked Mississippi State in Starkville, 
Crimson Tide sophomore forward Kennedy 
Winston was honored by the National 
Association of Basketball Coaches. The organi- 
zation named Winston second team all-district. 
Winston, a Prichard native, has been Bama’s 
leader in scoring. The District 6 First Team in- 
cludes Mississippi State's Lawrence Roberts, 
Ole Miss’s Justin Reed, Florida’s Anthony 
Roberson, Miami’s Darius Rice and Florida 
State's Tim Pickett. Joining Winston on the 
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Second Team, All-District 6 are Mississippi 
State's Timmy Bowers, Auburn’s Marco 
Killingsworth, Floridas David Lee, and UAB's 
Morris Finley. 


All-Wells 

Alabama Baseball Coach Jim Wells is begin- 
ning his 10th season with the Crimson Tide, and 
as part of the celebration Bama fans selected an 
“All-Wells Team,” the best players in the highly- 
successful era. The selection called for eight 
starting pitchers, six outfielders, three catchers, 
three relief pitchers, two first basemen, two sec- 
ond basemen, two third basemen, two short- 
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stops and two utility players. There were 10 
starting pitchers selected as three players tied for 
the eighth and final spot in the balloting. 

Three current players—pitchers Brent Carter, 
Taylor Tankersley, and Jeffrey Norris—were se- 
lected, The top vote-getter was Andy Phillips. 
The remaining top ten in the voting were G.W. 
Keller, Joe Caruso, Jarrod Kingrey, Lance 
Cormier, Dustan Mohr, Jeremy Vaughn, Matt 
Frick, Jonathan Blankenship, and Scott 
McClanahan. 

Men who played from 1995 through the cur- 
rent team selected to the team are: 

Catchers Matt Frick, Jeremy Brown, and Dax 


Norris; first basemen Chris Moller and Robbie 
Tucker: second basemen Joe Caruso and Sam 
Bozanich; shortstop Adam Pavkovich and 
Brett Taft; third basemen Andy Phillips and 
Brent Boyd; outfielders G.W. Keller, Dustan 
Mohr, Seott McClanahan, Beau Hearod, Travis 
Garner, and David Tidwell; utility players 
Roberto Vaz and Aaron Clark; starting pitch- 
ers Lance Cormier, Jeremy Vaughn, Manny 
Torres, B,J. Green, Pete Fisher, Brent Carter, 
Chris Eilers, Taylor Tankersley, Justin Smith, 
and Jeffrey Norris; and relief pitchers Jarrod 
Kingrey, Jonathan Blankenship, and Skip 
Ames. 


Baseball Recruiting 

Alabama's 2005 baseball recruiting class has 
been ranked as the best in the Southeastern 
Conference and sixth nationally in a survey 
recently released by Baseball America and 
Prospects Plus. 

Alabama inked 13 high school and junior 
college players in the November 12-19, 2003 
early signing period. The Crimson Tide also 
landed three of the nation’s Top 100 high 
school prospects according to the Prospects 
Plus rating service. 

The Top recruiting classes according to 
Prospects Plus; 1. Texas, 2. Miami (Florida), 
3. North Carolina, 4. Georgia Tech, 5. 
Clemson, 6. Alabama, 7. Florida, 8. UNLV, 9. 
TCU, 10. Santa Clara, 11. Tulane, 12. Virginia. 


He's The Man 

Former Alabama and Cleveland Browns 
standout tight end Ozzie Newsome is the re- 
cipient of the Walter Camp Football 
Foundation’s “Man of the Year” award. 
Currently the General Manager and Executive 
Vice President for the Baltimore Ravens, 
Newsome has gained induction into four halls 
of fame—NFL Hall of Fame (1999), National 
Football Foundation’s College Hall of Fame 
(1994), the NCAA Hall of Fame (1994), and 
the State of Alabama Sports Hall of Fame 
(1995), 

The Walter Camp “Man of the Year” award 
honors an individual who has been closely as- 
sociated with the game of football as a player, 
coach or close attendant to the game. He must 
have attained a measure of success and been a 
leader in his chosen profession. He must have 
contributed to the public service for the bene- 
fit of his community, country and his fellow 
man. He must have an impeccable reputation 
for integrity and must be dedicated to our 
American Heritage and the philosophy of 
Walter Camp. 

A native of Leighton. Newsome was voted 
Alabama's Player of the Decade for the 1970s 
by readers of “BAMA. He was selected to the 
Alabama Team of the Century in 1992 as 
Alabama celebrated its first 100 years of loot- 
ball. In his career he had 102 receptions for 
2,070 yards and 16 touchdowns for the 
Crimson Tide and legendary Coach Paul 
Bryant. In Newsome’s collegiate career from 
1974-77, Alabama went 42-6 and captured 
three Southeastern Conference titles. 
Newsome was a member of the 1977 Walter 
Camp All-America squad (and every other 
All-America team). 

A first-round draft pick of the Browns in 
1978, Newsome played 13 seasons and totaled 
662 receptions (second most by a tight end) 
for 7,890 yards and 47 touchdowns. 
Newsome had a 150-game consecutive recep- 
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tion streak—the second-longest in NFL history. 
Newsome was named to three Pro Bowls 
(1981, 1984 and 1985) and to the NFL All- 
Pro Team twice (1979 and 1984). 

Upon his retirement, Newsome remained in 
the Browns organization and served as a spe- 
cial assignment scout and as an assistant to 
the head coach before being named as the 
team's director of pro personnel in 1994. 
When the franchise was moved to Baltimore, 
Newsome was elevated to vice-president of 
player personnel before being upgraded to 
vice-president of football operations. In 2000, 
Newsome was named NFL Executive of the 
Year, In 2002, he was promoted to his current 
position. 


Gymnastics Popular 

Although Georgia’ victory over Alabama in 
gymnastics on February 20 was not popular 
with the crowd, the crowd for that meet is one 
reason Alabama is listed as the nation’s most 
popular gymnastics team. The Crimson Tide 
of Coach Sarah Patterson is leading the nation 
in gymnastics attendance through the first 
half of February. 

The 12,971 fans who showed up in 
Coleman Coliseum to see number one 
Alabama host number two Georgia is the 
largest gymnastics crowd in the nation this 
year. It also ranks as the sixth largest single 
meet crowd of the last decade, 

The Tide also leads the nation in average at- 
tendance, drawing 10,558 fans per meet, over 
1,500 fans per meet than the second best 
drawing team. 

Alabama gymnastics figures prominently in 
the “biggest crowd” list over the past 10 years. 
Since 1995, the first year the Crimson Tide 
broke the 10,000 fan mark for a single meet, 
Alabama has hosted seven of the 10 highest 
single meet attendance totals in the nation. 
Those seven meets include the SEC record of 
15,043 in 1997. which is the single largest 
crowd of the last decade. 


Six More Football Signees 

As everyone knows, football is an American 
game. But in most of the world, “football” is 
what we know as soccer. And while February 
is considered football signing time for follow- 
ers of college athletics, it is also signing time 
for soccer. And Alabama Head Soccer Coach 
Don Staley has announced that six athletes 
have signed National Letters of Intent to play 
at The Capstone beginning in the 2004 season. 

Signees for the Crimson Tide are: 

Joran O'Banion of Carmel (Indiana) High; 
Chelsea Stang of Surrey High in British 
Columbia, Canada; Natalie Kohn of Gumee, 
Illinois, a member of the Chicago Sockers; 
Suzie Beard of Bowling Green (Kentucky) 
High; Rayme Hubbard of Ryan High School in 
Denton, Texas; and Hayley MacDonald of St. 
Catherine’ in Ontario, Canada. 


Spring Soccer 

Although college soccer is a fall sport, the 
Crimson Tide does have a limited spring sea- 
son, including hosting one event. The Tide was 
to begin its spring schedule on February 27 at 
the Memphis Fury Tournament in Memphis, 
then host the Alabama Classic March 13. Bama 
will participate in the Huntsyille Charity 
Tournament against Auburn April 17, then 
meet Mississippi State in the Orange Beach 
Soccer Classic April 23-25. 
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New Soccer Assistant 

Katie Barnes, a standout professional soccer 
player, has been hired as an assistant to Don 
Staley at Alabama. Barnes, who is currently a 
member of the US National Pool, was the 
ninth overall pick in the 2002 WUSA draft by 
the Carolina Courage and helped lead the 
team to the regular season championships and 
the WUSA Founders Cup Championship. She 
was then signed by the San Jose CyberRays for 
the 2003 season and was nominated for the 
2003 WUSA All-Star Game, 

A 2002 graduate of West Virginia University, 
Barnes said her decision was influenced by 
StaleyS knack for helping his assistants move 
on to head coaching positions at other 
schools. A four-year starter and three-time All- 
America, she was a two-time Big East 
Offensive Player of the Year and she currently 
holds or shares 17 school records. She was 
named the best Captain on campus for all 
WVU athletic programs. 

Prior to coming to The Capstone, Barnes 
was a volunteer assistant for WVU in the 2002 
season and last season she spent her time 
coaching the Cincinnati United Premier soc- 
cer club. 


New Volleyball Assistant 

Alabama Volleyball Coach Judy Green an- 
nounced the hiring of Erich Hinterstocker as 
an assistant coach for the Crimson Tide pro- 
gram. Hinterstocker, a native of Mequon, 
Wisconsin, joins the Tide staff after serving a 
three-year stint as an assistant coach for 
Wisconsin-Green Bay. He replaces Michelle 
Durban, who was named the head coach at 
Samford. 

At Green Bay, Hinterstocker helped guide 
the Phoenix to record-setting win totals in 
each of his three seasons culminating in a 23- 
11 mark last year that included a Horizon 
League championship and a trip to the NCAA 
Tournament. Prior to that, he spent two sea- 
sons as associate head coach of the nationally- 
ranked Marquette University women’s club 
team, His collegiate experience also includes 
assisting in the inaugural season at Division 
Il Alverno College. 

A collegiate player for Marquette’s. men’s 
club team, Hinterstocker served as the team’s 
captain for two seasons. He earned first team 
all-conference and tournament MVP honors 
while leading the team to regular season and 
tournament titles in 1996, 

In addition to his collegiate coaching ex- 
perience, Hinterstocker has also served as a 
coach at the club and prep levels including 
stops with the Homestead freshman boys 
team and the Northshore Volleyball Club 
boys 16s, He served as the director for USA 
Volleyball’s youth development program in 
the state of Wisconsin and also was an assis- 
tant coach for the Badger Region youth na- 
tional team. 


Basketball Voice 

Chris Stewart has agreed to a five-year con- 
tract as Alabama men’s basketball play-by-play 
announcer, Stewart is currently in his second 
season as the “Voice of Crimson Tide 
Basketball” and the contract includes the cur- 
rent season and extends through the 2007-08 
season. Stewart also is host of the Post Game 
Football Party on Alabama's radio network 
and does television football and baseball radio 
work for the Tide. 
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Shula Is Making It B 


by Kirk McNair 


Early spring practice ends 
with A-Day on March 20 


here was good news for Alabama 

| when spring football practice got 

started at the unusual early time of 

late February. For one thing, the Crimson 

Tide coaching staff is intact, Head Coach 

Mike Shula and his assistants ready to begin 
the process of putting in schemes. 

There was also the pleasant surprise that 
quarterback Brodie Croyle is further along 
than expected. “He's not 100 per cent, but 
he is further along than we thought he 
would be,” said Shula. 

In addition to Croyle being ready to take 
part in spring work, Shula said that quarter- 
back Spencer Pennington is also further 
along than had been expected. Both Croyle 
and Pennington had post-season surgery for 
shoulder injuries, Pennington’s to his throw- 
ing (right) shoulder. Pennington is not like- 
ly to take part in much team work in the 
spring. And, Shula emphasized, the quarter- 
backs will be protected (“unlike when | 
played,” he noted caustically, certainly re- 
membering the broken ankle he suffered in 
spring practice as a freshman at Alabama). 
He said that Mark Guillon, a sophomore 
transfer from Miami who sat out last season, 
will get a good look at quarterback, as will 
walk-on freshman Mike Machen, one of 
three former professional baseball players 
who are walk-ons with the Tide. 

“Brodie is our number one quarterback,” 
Shula said. “Now, no position is set in stone, 
but in my opinion it’s going to be tough for 
anyone to come in and take that job. Now, 


A-Day Events 
Saturday, March 20 


Fan Day, 9-11 a.m., Coleman 
Coliseum 


Walk of Fame (2003 captains’ ceremo- 
ny), 1:30 p.m., Denny Chimes 


A-Day Kickoff, 2:30 p.m., Bryant- 
Denny Stadium 
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there are things Brodie must do to be better, 
but that is true of every player at every posi- 
tion.” 

He said, “Brodie has such good delivery. 
He does so many things well. We'll work 
with him on his drops and footwork. And 
we just want him to be more consistent.” 

Guillon, the California native who played 
briefly at Miami in 2002, then transferred to 
Alabama last August, is an intriguing player. 
Shula has seen him only on the scout team 
and in a few “Sunday scrimmages,” which 
were held a few times during the season for 
those players not seeing Saturday action. 
“He made a good first impression,” Shula 
said. “He’s smooth, has good balance, good 
arm strength, footwork, and a quarterback 
mindset. But it’s early. He should get a lot of 
reps, though.” 

In addition to Machen, Scoop McDowell, a 
redshirt freshman, and Damien Jones, who 
entered school in January, are former profes- 
sional baseball players participating this 
spring. Shula said that he did not know how 
much help Jones would be because he is not 
yet in good football shape. 


hula announced a couple of position 
Sas and defections and said that 

Bama would concentrate on funda- 
mentals this spring. Alabama's 15 days of 
practice will conclude with the annual A- 
Day Game at 2:30 p.m. Saturday, March 20, 
at Bryant-Denny Stadium, 

Shula confirmed that Kyle Tatum and 
Taylor Britt would move from defensive 
tackle to the offensive line and that Evan 
Mathis would move from right tackle to left 
guard. The coach also said that two return- 
ing players at the safety position had left the 
team, Chris James (who was particularly ef- 
fective as a special teams player with a 
school record four blocked punts last year) 
and redshirt freshman Eric Johnson. That 
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leaves Roman Harper, who is moving from 
strong safety to safety (“Our safeties are in- 
terchangeable,” Shula said) with Thurman 
Ward and Carlos Andrews the other scholar- 
shipped candidates. 

Shula said the move of Britt and Tatum to 
the offensive line was in part because of the 
depth situation-good depth at defensive 
tackle with Jeremy Clark, Anthony Bryant, 
and Dominic Lee, and lack of depth on the 
offensive line with Wesley Britt unable to 
practice, Dennis Alexander having graduat- 
ed, and Justin Smiley electing to by-pass his 
senior season in order to enter the NFL 
draft. 

“tts also about trying to put the best 22 
players on the field,” Shula said. “We think 
Kyle Tatum can be one of those 22, And he’s 
got the frame to play offensive tackle. And 
he's athletic.” 

Although Alabama still has a lack of depth 
at a number of areas, Shula said, “Ideally, 
we'll come out of spring practice with our 
team set, Then the (incoming) freshmen will 
be icing. But realistically, we played five true 
freshmen last year and we might have to 
play more this year.” 


hula said spring practice had been 
S moved up early in order to have four 

consecutive weeks of work without 
the interruption of The University’s spring 
break. “The day before spring break they 
usually lose concentration, and it’s tough to 
get them back up alter spring break,” he 
said. “We couldn't waste those days.” 

Shula said, “I’m excited about this spring, 
With the end of recruiting we stepped up 
the intensity in our winter workouts. We're 
doing things a littke more football-oriented, 
we're getting up up a little earlier, and they 
are a little sore, which is good, This is the 
foundation that is going to help them in the 
fall.” 


2004 Alabama Football Schedule 


Date Opponent Site Series Record 
September 4 Utah State Tuscaloosa First Meeting 
September 11 Mississippi Tuscaloosa Alabama leads, 40-9-2 
September 18 Western Carolina Tuscaloosa First Meeting 
September 25 Arkansas Fayetteville Alabama leads, 9-5-0 
October 2 South Carolina Tuscaloosa Alabama leads, 10-1-0 
October 9 Kentucky Lexington Alabama leads, 32-2-1 
October 16 Southern Miss Tuscaloosa Alabama leads, 32-6-2 
October 23 Tennessee Knoxville Alabama leads, +3-36-7 


November 6 Mississippi State Tuscaloosa Alabama leads, 70-15-3 
November 13 LSU Baton Rouge Alabama leads, 4+3-19-5 
November 20 Auburn Tuscaloosa Alabama leads, 38-29-1 
December 3 SEC Championship Game Atlanta Alabama 2 wins, 3 losses 
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The Tide coach said the spring would con- 
centrate on the fundamentals of football, in- 
cluding stance, alignment, footwork, and as- 
signments. He noted that since he and other 
members of the coaching staff came in after 
spring practice last year, this would be the 
first time to concentrate on those areas. “We 
preached to them (about fundamentals) last 
fall, but we were having to put in a game 
plan. We won't have as many plays this 
spring. We'll concentrate on the basics. This 
will set a foundation so those things become 
second nature when the fall comes. We'll 
still work on them in the fall, but in the fall 
we have to work on game plans.” 

As an example, he said that wide receivers 
would not have a lot of routes to learn in the 
spring, but they would be drilled in the fun- 
damentals of those routes. Working with the 
quarterbacks in individual drills will put the 
receivers and quarterbacks “on the same 
page.” He said much of the spring would be 
involved in so-called individual work, such 
as quarterbacks working with wide receivers 
or quarterbacks working with tight ends or 
quarterbacks working with running backs. 

Shula said that a number of players who 
were on the scout team last fall will have to 
start new learning and that things would go 
slow in spring practice. “We’ve asked them 
to come in with the attitude that we've all 
got a lot to learn,” he said. 


he Tide coach is particularly excited 

! about two senior players who did not 

play last fall and who will be in uni- 

form this spring. Defensive end Todd Bates 

was ineligible for the season because of an 

inadvertent use of a banned substance and 

linebacker Cornelius Wortham missed the 

season with an elbow injury. Shula thinks 
both will be exceptional leaders. 

He said Bates “has been great since the 
first day we got here. He knew he wasn’t 
going to play last year, and he did a great job 
on the scout team.” 

Shula said Wortham will move from 
strongside to middle linebacker to provide 
depth with returning starter Freddie Roach. 
The Tide coach said the move of Wortham is 
partly because DeMeco Ryans and Juwan 
Garth have performed well at outside spots 
and partly because the Tide needs to be sure 
to have a “stopper to take on a big blocker 
like a fullback or guard in the middle of the 
defensive front.” He said the linebackers 
would all learn the basics of all positions. 

Another player who will eventually return 
is wide receiver Antonio Carter, who has 
been granted a sixth year of eligibility after 
having missed the last two seasons with a 
leg injury. Shula said Carter would not get 
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Mike Shula is watching over Alabama spring practice sessions for the first time as a head coach. Shula 
is stressing fundamentals in order to have the proper foundation for building the team for the 2004 


season. 


work this spring in hopes of having him 100 
per cent healthy by next fall. 

Wide receiver is an area where there will 
be new faces next fall. There were five se- 
niors on last year’s team. Only Tyrone 
Prothro among returning wide receiver can- 
didates had appreciable playing time last 
year. “He's exciting when he gets the ball,” 
Shula said, “but we've got to work with him 
to make sure he gets it more.” 

“Everyone’s talking about the receivers we 
recruited, but we're looking at the ones we 
already have,” Shula said. He mentioned 
redshirt freshman Matt Caddell, and the 
coach said that junior Brandon Brooks “has 
had a great off-season.” 

Alabama will also be without the services 
of three-year starting left tackle Wesley Britt, 
who suffered a broken leg against Tennessee. 
However, Britt said his recovery has been 
good, that he will begin running about the 
time spring practice ends, and that he is ex- 
pected to be 100 per cent next season. 

Shula said he expects the halfback posi- 
tion vacated by Shaud Williams to be 
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“shared” this spring. He noted that Ray 
Hudson is the senior and that Hudson had 
done some things well and that Kenneth 
Darby had been limited by injuries last fall. 
Asked about Tim Castille, the Tide’s starting 
fullback last fall as a freshman, Shula 
laughed and said, “Did Tim ask you to ask 
that question?” But, he admitted, Castille 
would get a “look” at halfback, but would 
not be relieved of his fullback duties. 

“There are a lot of areas where the players 
are going to have to be flexible enough to 
play more than one position,” he said. 

Shula said special teams would get a lot of 
attention in the spring “but not 11 on 11. We 
will spend more time on it, though. We'll start 
out with the ones we ended up with (place- 
kicker Brian Bostick and punter Bo Freelend) 
and we look for a kickoff man since (the grad- 
uated) Kyle Robinson did most of that.” 

Although practices are not open to the 
public, there will be a couple of Saturday 
scrimmages at Bryant-Denny Stadium, in ad- 
dition to the A-Day Game, and those scrim- 
mages will be public. 
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Split End: 


Left Tackle: 


Left Guard: 


Center: 


Tight End: 


Tailback: 


Fullback: 


Flanker: 


Placekicker: 


Holder: 


Snapper: 
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Right Guard: 


Right Tackle: 


Quarterback: 


OFFENSE 
+ Tyrone Prothro (3-8, 173, Soph) 
5 Brandon Brooks (5-4, 163, Junior) 
82 Marcus McKnight (6-2, 173, Soph) 
85 Tarry Givens (6-5, 220, Senior) 


*70 Wesley Britt (6-8, 313, Senior) 
72 Chris Capps (6-5, 275, Freshman) 
60 Von Ewing (6-5, 304, Junior) 


51 Evan Mathis (6-5, 308, Senior) 
63 Mark Sanders (6-7, 310, Junior) 


74 J.B. Closner (6-4, 290, Junior) 
76 Travis West (6-3, 280, Freshman) 
68 Montre Walker (6-2, 259, Junior) 


79 Danny Martz (6-4, 291, Senior) 
52 Taylor Britt (6-4, 278, Junior) 


58 Kyle Tatum (6-7, 282, Soph) 
71 Justin Moon (6-4, 304, Freshman) 


*87 David Cavan (6-5, 252, Senior) 
*88 Clint Johnston (6-4, 245, Junior) 
31 Greg McLain (6-2, 244, Junior) 


*12 Brodie Croyle (6-3, 200, Junior) 

*13 Spencer Pennington (6-4, 227, Junior) 
18 Mark Guillon (6-4, 215, Soph) 

15 Michael Machen (6-6, 229, Freshman) 


27 Ray Hudson (5-10, 202, Senior) 
33 Kenneth Darby (5-10, 202, Soph) 
28 Nic Luke (6-1, 224, Soph) 

20 Justin Ballard (5-10, 183, Soph) 


19 Tim Castille (5-11, 231, Soph) 
33 LéRon McClain (6-1, 240, Soph) 
38 Josh Smith (5-11, 221, Senior) 


*2 Antonio Carter (5-9, 191, Senior) 

11 Matt Caddell (6-0, 171, Freshman) 

83 Will Roach (6-1, 187, Freshman) 
1 Scoop McDowell (6-0, 185, Freshman) 
80 Danien Jones (6-2, 215, Freshman) 


22 Brian Bostick (5-10, 213, Senior) 

46 Mike McLaughlin (6-2, 207, Junior) 
3 Alex Fox (5-9, 183, Senior) 

27 Michael Ziifle (6-0, 236, Senior) 


3 Alex Fox (5-9, 183, Senior) 


96 Dominic Lee (6-2, 302, Soph) 
67 David Sears (6-4, 241, Junior) 


2004 PRE-SPRING FOOTBALL DEPTH CHART 


Left End: 


Left Tackle: 


Right Tackle: 


Right End: 


Strongside 
Linebacker: 


Middle 
Linebacker: 


Weakside 
Linebacker: 


Left 
Cornerback: 


Right 
Cornerback: 


Strong Safety: 


Safety: 


Nickel/Dime: 


Punter: 


DEFENSE 
47 Mark Anderson (6-5, 239, Junior) 
92 Wallace Gilberry (6-2, 239, Freshman) 
5+ Justin Johnson (6-2, 248, Freshman) 


99 Jeremy Clark (6-2, 290, Soph) 
79 J.P Adams (6-3, 262, Soph) 


97 Anthony Bryant (6-3, 336, Senior) 
96 Dominic Lee (6-2, 302, Soph) 
58 Rudy Griffin (6-0, 284, Junior) 


56 Todd Bates (6-4, 253, Senior) 
91 Chris Harris (6-5, 241, Soph) 
94 Keith Saunders (6-4, 231, Freshman) 


35 DeMeco Ryans (6-2, 225, Junior) 
55 Terrence Jones (6-0, 205, Soph) 


8 Freddie Roach (6-2, 245, Junior) 
16 Cornelius Wortham (6-1, 237, Senior) 
45 Juke King (6-0, 220, Junior) 
57 Earnest Nance (6-2, 203, Freshman) 


42 Juwan Garth (6-2, 208, Soph) 
44 Demarcus Waldrop (5-11, 200, Freshman) 


26 Charlie Peprah (5-10, 189, Junior) 
17 Ramzee Robinson (5-9, 181, Soph) 


9 Anthony Madison (5-9, 180, Senior) 
36 Eric Gray (5-11, 190, Freshman) 


10 Carlos Andrews (5-11, 210, Senior) 
1 Thurman Ward (6-1, 186, Senior) 


41 Roman Harper (6-0, 191, Junior) 
30 Bryan Kilpatrick (6-4, 199, Soph) 
29 Corey Harris (5-10, 185, Senior) 


17 Ramzee Robinson (5-9, 181, Soph) 


24 Bo Freelend (6-4, 257, Senior) 

30 Patrick Eades (6-2, 176, Freshman) 
25 Jeremy Schatz (5-7, 161, Junior) 

14 Jeff Aul (6-2, 214, Soph) 


Returning starters in Bold. LG Evan Mathis was starting RT; 
S Roman Harper was starting SS. MLB Cornelius Wortham 
was starting SLB in 2002 and missed last season. 

All players not included in chart. 

*Wesley Britt and Antonio Carter will miss spring practice re- 
cuperating from injury. Brodie Croyle, Spencer Pennington, 
David Cavan, and Clint Johnston may be limited. 
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Evan Mathis: 


by Kirk McNair 


He expects to be healthy 
and expects improvement 
as he moves to new spot 


van Mathis expects a lot of changes in 
| Bee Personally, he will be playing a 

new position. And he hopes he is play- 
ing with considerably less pain than has 
been the case the past two seasons. More im- 
portant than his personal well-being, he 
thinks that Crimson Tide football will re- 
bound. 

Mathis is a 6-5, 303-pound upcoming se- 
nior offensive lineman. When he came to 
Alabama in 2000, after an all-state career as 
an offensive tackle and defensive end, he 
was put at center. He has played the last 
three years as. a starting tackle. This spring 
he is working at left guard, replacing Justin 
Smiley who elected to pass up his final year 
of eligibility to enter the National Football 
League draft. 

When he arrived on campus in 2000, Neil 
Callaway, the line coach under Mike 
DuBose, put Mathis at center. “I've never 
played center,, but a lot of people thought it 
might be my best position,” Mathis said. 

After Mathis’ redshirt season, DuBose was 
replaced by Dennis Franchione. His line 
coach, Jim Bob Helduser, moved Mathis to 
strongside tackle behind Dante Ellington. 
Mathis beat Ellington out early in that 2001 
season. Mathis was also listed as the back-up 
to Alonzo Ephraim at center and actually 
saw some playing time at center in the 
Texas-El Paso game. 

While strongside tackle is usually right 
tackle, it was based on the formation, usual- 
ly playing next to the tight end. While right 
tackle can be strongside or weakside, it is 
usually the strongside. 

“The biggest difference is that when you 
are at left tackle, if you have a right-handed 
quarterback you are protecting the quarter- 
back’s blind side,” Mathis said. “He doesn’t 
like to get sacked from either side, but at 
least he can prepare for it coming from his 
right.” 

Mathis hasn't given up many sacks, “no 
more than three or four over the past two 
years,” he said. He added that sometimes the 
sack is not the fault of the offensive lineman, 
that receivers have to get open and quarter- 
backs have to stay in the pocket and throw 
the ball within a certain amount of time. 

This spring he is working at left guard. 
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Mathis, Smiley, and Wesley Britt had been 
starters together for three years. Britt will be 
back next fall, although he is missing spring 
practice as he continues to recover from a 
broken leg suffered in last year’s Tennessee 
game. 

“I'm looking forward to working next to 
Wes,” Mathis said. “I think inside may be 
more natural for me. | think I'll enjoy trying 
to maul people-explode off the ball-instead 
of dancing around on an island trying to 
protect the quarterback.” 

The guard position involves more pulling. 
“Smiley did it most last year, and I'll be 
doing it next fall,” Mathis said. 

Before spring practice started, Mathis 
began studying the playbook from the stand- 
point of the left guard. And, he said, he gave 
Smiley a call to talk to him about the posi- 
tion. He said that he and Smiley have similar 
physical attributes. 

Mathis said, “One reason Justin decided to 
go early is we have kept up with the num- 
bers of guys getting drafted, and our num- 
bers are better.” 


Mathis said, “It has always been a goal of 


mine to play in the NFL, even when I was 
no good at football. Its a little more realistic 
now.” 

Mathis said he can do 33 repetitions bench 
pressing 225, runs a 4.8-second 40-yard 
dash, and has a 35-inch vertical jump. “I've 
always been above average in athleticism, 
speed, and strength,” Mathis said. “Some 


Taking Stock 


Ask the average major college athlete 
about his hobby and the answer is usually 
some other sport—golf or hunting or fishing. 

Evan Mathis is interested in the stock 
market. 

“T've got all my money in the stock mar- 
ket,” he said. “1 do it every day. | watch the 
internet, research businesses. I'm more like 
a day-trader than an investor, | look for 
profitable companies with volatile stock 
prices and try to catch them down. That's 
not brilliant. But it takes research.” 

Occasionally he goes for long-term 
growth and had one stock that went up 350 
per cent. He's still holding a stock that has 
gone up 110 per cent since last summer. 

Mathis has prepared well for this hobby. 
He was an “A” student in high school, has 
been Academic AII-SEC, and is on track to 
be Academic All-America with his 3.8 grade 
point average over the past two years. He 
will earn his degree in marketing in May, 
then work on a second major (“Probably 
psychology”) next fall. 

When his football career is over there are 
two things he knows he does not want to 
do: “The restaurant business or coaching. 
I'll be in business.” 
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people say I'm a little short, but I'm the same 
height as (former Alabama All-America) 
Chris Samuels.” 


athis has played the past two years 
M: a broken leg. He didm’t say any- 

thing to coaches or doctors in 
2002, afraid that he'd put his playing time in 
jeopardy. The stress fractures were on his left 
leg in 2002, his right leg last season. Both 
were caused by him being flat-footed and 
putting stress on the tibia. “The stress [rac- 
tures were exactly the same,” Mathis said. 
He has had two surgeries to put rods down 
the middle of his tibia and the problem has 
been solved. 

Mathis admitted the pain was “very bad. 
People wonder about AC (wide receiver 
Antonio Carter) not playing, but he had the 
same injury and he has to cut a lot more 
than I do. The pain was so bad for him that 
he has missed two seasons.” 

Mathis said because of the injuries he 
doesn't feel he has played his best. “1 think 
I'll be able to play to the best of my ability 
this fall,” he said. “It's healing at a good 
pace. In the past I wanted to run a lot and 
that was not the way to rehab the injury. | 
was pounding it. Working on the exercise 
bike is not the same, but 1 have to be smart 
about it.” 

Mathis has always liked to work out. “I 
couldn't imagine sitting around the house 
when | could be working out,” he said. “My 
freshman year on Christmas break | added 
35 pounds to my bench press.” His best in 
the bench press is 515. 

He is ecstatic about Alabama's new weight- 
room. “It is awesome,” he said. “Everyone is 
busting it harder than ever with that new 
weight room.” 

And, he said, he’s happy with new Strength 
Coach Kent Johnston. “I've never met any- 
one who knew more about what he was 
doing than Coach Johnston,” Mathis said. 
“And he’s got a reason for everything, not 
just, ‘Because | say so." ” 

Mathis said, “Everything I eat and every- 
thing I do is aimed at getting better. For in- 
stance, | always get at least eight hours 
sleep, because your body needs that. | watch 
my diet carefully. I count carbs, calories, fats, 
and proteins because everything has to work 
together to accomplish nutritional goals.” 

Mathis played at about 280 as a second 
year freshman in 2001 and has been around 
the 300-pound mark since. 


athis comes by his size and by his 
athletic ability naturally. Evan grew 
up an Alabama fan in part because 


of his uncle, Bob Baumhower, having been a 
former Crimson Tide great. Evan grew up in 
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Evan Mathis has played the last two seasons despite the pain of stress fractures in his legs. He expects 


to be at a new position-left guard—and hopes to be 100 per cent in 2004. 


Homewood, a Birmingham suburb. 

“I remember going to Fort Lauderdale 
where he (Baumhower) lived for my sixth 
birthday. Then he moved back to Alabama, 
Tuscaloosa and Orange Beach. 

As a teenager, Evan spent the summer living 
with his uncle in Orange Beach and working 
at one of Baumhower’ restaurants, Calypso. 
“I was a cook and | thought it would be a 
good way to learn some work ethic and some 
football,” he said. “I also hoped to gain some 
weight since 1 was only 235. But it was hard 
work in a hot kitchen and I came back weigh- 
ing only 225.” He said his uncle was a very 
hard worker. “He still works hard,” Mathis 
said. 

Evan doesn’t remember Baumhower as an 
Alabama player, of course. Baumhower was an 
All-SEC defensive tackle at Alabama, playing 
1974-76. Evan was born in 1981. Baumhower 
starred for the Miami Dolphins for 11 years, 
1977 through 1987. “I was really more of a 
Dolphins fan than anything,” Evan said. “1 
have a picture on Bob’s boat with Dan 
Marino.” 

Baumhower’s coach at the Dolphins was 
Don Shula, the legendary father of Bama 
Coach Mike Shula. “I know I met Coach 
Shula, but I don’t really remember it,” Evan 
said. And he doesn’t know if he met Mike 
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Shula, who was frequently around the 
Dolphins camp. 


athis said, “I was always bigger than 
Messen else. Almost everyone on 

this team was a quarterback or some- 
thing like that at one time, but I was always a 
lineman. Because of my height I was a defen- 
sive end to start with, and I was a defensive 
tackle as well as offensive lineman. 

“I was always big, but I wasn’t any good 
until I was in the 11th grade. In the ninth 
grade I wasn’t even first team on the junior 
varsity and in the 10th grade, when the good 
players moved up to varsity, I was still on ju- 
nior varsity. | was big—6-4 and 190 in the 
ninth grade—but my coordination didn’t catch 
up for a few years. 

“Then I developed coordination and 
strength.” 

His high school coach was Bob Newton, 
who was also the offensive line coach. 
Although Evan played both ways, he was a 6A 
all-state player as an offensive lineman and 
helped his team to the state playoffs as a se- 
nior. (His four years at Homewood were the 
only years the school has been 6A. Before and 
after it has been a 5A school.) 

Although Evan said he probably got most of 
his football ability from his mother’s side, his 
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father, Edward, was also a good athlete. 
Although Evan describes his father as small, 
that is by Baumhower-side-of-the-family stan- 
dards. His father was a high school football 
player and wrestler at about 6-1, 190. 

“My father has always had great motivating 
stories to tell,” Mathis said. “He's taught me to 
have a good work ethic, to never give up.” 

Wrestling was also big in Mathis’ back- 
ground. He wrestled six years, seventh 
through 12th grade. He was 6A state champi- 
on in heavyweight as a senior. “As a junior | 
lost in the semifinals in two overtimes,” he 
said. “It basically came down to who won the 
coin toss because we were both exhausted, 
and he won the toss. He went on to win the 
state championship. The next year I met the 
same guy in the semifinals. I took care of him 
pretty quick, then won the championship.” 

“I think wrestling helped me evolve as a 
football player,” he said. “You see a lot of of- 
fensive linemen who had been wrestlers, like 
John Hannah. It’s partly strength, but mostly 
endurance. | wish I was in wrestling shape 
now.” 

Mathis once added a bit of flair what would 
do professional wrestling proud. “I wore con- 
tacts that turned my entire eye red, trying to 
intimidate my opponent,” he said. “They 
looked evil.” Last Halloween he wore all black 
contacts. 


athis said, “A lot of people live and 
Miz: Alabama football, and I was one 

of them growing up. I assure you a 
year like last year hurts the players more than 
anyone except maybe the coaches. We had a 
lot of negative things, as everyone knows. 
Then in the season we had a couple of games 
against Arkansas and Tennessee where one 
play would have made a difference in the 
game and could have made a difference in the 
season. 

“Now things are different. A lot of things are 
off us. We can go out and win a lot of games. 
We've had a good work ethic in the off season 
and we have a good mental attitude. I think 
the new attitude here showed in the great re- 
cruiting class we had. I think we'll be high in 
2004; 2003 is behind us. I think we're about 
to start a new good era of Crimson Tide foot- 
ball.” 

He said, “I want to do everything I can for 
the betterment of the team—get everyone in- 
volved in the collective good and go out and 
win. I want to be a leader in developing that 
attitude. I want to win.” 

His first start was against South Carolina in 
Columbia in 2001. He had played in first 
three games that year. Has now started 35 
consecutive games and has played in all 38 
games the Tide has played in his first three 
seasons. 

His goal is “to play in my jersey number-51. 
That's 51 games. That would mean playing in 
the SEC Championship Game and a bowl 
game. Playing 13 games isn’t a problem. We've 
played 13 each of the past two years.” 
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DODGE RAM HEAVY DUTY OK, not really any job, but you get the idea—the Ram Heavy Duty means 
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Anthony Madison: 
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- Little 


by Greg Wallace 


Cornerback has exceeded 
expectations on the field 
and in the classroom 


ight from the beginning, life dealt 
Ras Madison a tough hand. 
adison grew up in Thomasville, one 
of eight children-two boys and six girls—in 
his family. He didn’t grow big. At his largest, 
Madison was tiny by Division I-A college 
football standards—5-9, 180 pounds on a 
good day. 
And even though his athletic talent and 
sheer drive won him a football scholarship to 
The University of Alabama, his inability to 


Anthony Madison has had his problems as a col- 
lege cornerback, but he has also had successes 


as a player and as a student. 
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achieve a qualifying score on the American 
College Test (ACT) left him on the sidelines 
for his freshman season as a partial academic 
qualifier. 

Three years into his Alabama career, 
Madison is proving the power of persever- 
ance. He finished the 2003 season as a start- 
ing cornerback, a spot he hopes to solidify 
during spring practice. 

In December, he'll also achieve his most 
important goal of all-college graduation. 
Three-and-a-half years after entering The 
University as a partial qualifier, Madison will 
graduate with a marketing degree and earn 
back the year of football eligibility he lost. 

Madison is proof that anything can be ac- 
complished with a little extra effort. 

“I've been told I'm too short, told I'm nota 
great player, and told I couldn't survive in 
the SEC,” Madison said recently. “But | got 
my fourth year back, by the grace of God. 
and I'll graduate in December in three-and-a- 
half years. With hard work and tunnel vi- 
sion, you can do what you want to do. If you 
have people believe in you and believe in 
yourself, I don’t think there’s a whole lot that 
can go wrong.” 

Madison always had drive and energy on 
the playing field. But it somehow evaporated 
once he walked in Thomasville High’s doors. 

At the end of his freshman year, 
Thomasville Coach Stacy Luker pulled 
Madison out of class. 

“He told me, ‘You need to get your grades 
right,’ ” Madison recalled. 

Did it sink in? 

Well, flash forward a year. 
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At the end of Madison's sophomore year, 
Luker grabbed Madison again. 

“I didn’t pay attention (the first time),” 
Madison said. “He told me, “You have the po- 
tential to play Division I, but you're not 
going to make it if you don’t make your 
grades.’ ” 

This time, Luker's less-than-subtle talk 
worked. Partially. 

Madison paid more attention in the class- 
room and drastically improved his grade- 
point average over his final two years of high 
school as an honor-roll student. When he 
graduated, he met the NCAAs initial eligibili- 
ty requirements in his core classes and grade- 
point average. 

But the ACT was another story. 
Standardized tests are criticized in part be- 
cause students in widely diverse environ- 
ments have a similarly wide range of success 
on them. 

Try as he might, honor roll student 
Madison couldn't achieve a qualifying score 
on the ACT, thus making him, in eligibility 
parlance, a “partial qualifier.” 

His academic status thrust him into college 
football limbo. Until right before he reported 
to Alabama in August 2001, he had no idea 
whether he'd be spending his first season in 
Tuscaloosa or in some dusty junior college 
campus in the Midwest. 

Even though he couldn't play or travel with 
the team his first season, he didn’t care. 

“I was so happy to be here, at Alabama,” he 
said. “I could have easily been at a junior 
college and wound up in Missouri some- 
where.” 
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ome players would have sulked and 

frowned about their status. Madison 

chose the opposite route. He said he 
prayed about his situation, and accepted it 
for what it was—a chance to improve, at 
Alabama, no less. 

That year, he put his energy into showing 
Dennis Franchione’s coaching staff they 
made the right call in recruiting him. 

His energy, emotion and drive made 
Madison a favorite of Franchione’s staff, who 
dubbed him the “Energizer Bunny.” His first 
spring, Madison won the Jerry Duncan “I 
Like to Practice” award, which was somehow 
appropriate since that was all he had been 
able to do. 

For 5-9 Madison, effort has been a con- 
stant since his first day of high school prac- 
tice back in Thomasville. 

“I compensate with heart,” he said. “I 
know it may sound a little cliche, because 
obviously you have to be a talented player to 
(play college football). But my coaches be- 
lieve in me, which is very important, and my 
teammates believe in me. Most of all, I be- 
lieve in myself.” 


ollege football would test that faith, 

even though Madison earned playing 

time as a sophomore in 2002, his first 
year of eligibility. But in his first start, 
Georgia receiver Fred Gibson took advantage 
of a six-inch height advantage on Madison 
and beat him for two touchdowns in a 
Bulldogs victory. 

The second was especially tough to take; 
Gibson beat Madison on a diving grab in the 
end zone with Madison plastered all over the 
big receiver. 

“At times it can get hard, like | learned 
(against Gibson),” Madison said. “Those 
were close calls, and it was really frustrating 
for me. | learned you have to take it one play 
at a time and focus on what you have to do. 
It helps with the matchup and the battle.” 

Last fall, Madison showed he had truly 
learned from his struggles. He locked down a 
starting position opposite fellow 2001 signee 
Charlie Peprah and started all 13 of 
Alabama's games in a difficult 4-9 season. 

Starting wasn't without its pitfalls, of 
course, Under new secondary coach Chris 
Ball, the cornerbacks took their share of crit- 
icism while yielding 227.8 passing yards per 
game, up from 2002. 

Madison struggled at times, but played 
much better after he and the rest of the sec- 
ondary were torched by Ole Miss quarter- 
back Eli Manning for 230 yards and three 
long touchdowns in a 43-28 loss. 

Madison credits Ball for letting him work 
through his problems on the field. 

“Thats one thing Coach Ball is good at,” 
Madison said. “He motivates players. If 
something happens, he doesn’t jump down 
your throat. He lets you get back out there 
and work.” 

Owing to his height (or, actually, lack 
thereof), Madison admits that he isn't a pro- 
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totype cornerback. But he believes his effort 
adds inches to his game. “1 feel like work 
ethic—having the love for the game and going 
out and playing, practicing and working as 
hard as I can—helps me play against bigger 
receivers,” he said. “I don't think 6-3, 6-4 
guys are trouble. 

“L see it as a challenge. | have long arms 
and | have the chance to get my hands on 
top of a lot of receivers and disrupt their 
routes. Coach Ball has taught me a lot, and | 
thank God for the opportunity to go out and 
play the game I love to play.” 

That work ethic has also paid off in the 
classroom. Madison will graduate in 
December with a marketing degree, and 


plans to use his fourth year of eligibility in 
fall 2005 and take classes towards either a 
masters’ degree in marketing or a second de- 
gree. 

He'd like to eventually work in sports mar- 
keting or pharmaceutical sales, once his foot- 
ball career ends. 

For now, though, Madison will keep proy- 
ing that the odds—no matter how daunting 
they are — can be beaten. 

“Prayer works,” he said. “I’m so excited. 
My hard work has paid off. Countless hours 
studying have paid off. To go to Alabama, 
bust my butt, start, and help my team-it all 
came true. There are a lot of critics I've 
proved wrong.” 
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Football Building: 


Crimson 
Tradition 
Phase One 


Photos by Barry Fikes 
and Kent Gidley 


or many years it was common for foot- 
ball prospects to arrive on official visits 


to a college campus and be shown an 
area of bare ground, a front end loader or 
somesuch parked on it, and the coach hosting 
the prospects would point to the area and 
said, “That's where we're going to build (fill in 
the blank) as good as Alabama's.” And that 
would go on for several years. 

Alabama doesn’t have to resort to trickery. 
The Crimson Tide, for many years the leader 
in facilities, had fallen behind. Those other 
schools finally had gotten around to building 
“as good as Alabama's.” In fact, better. But 
that is being rectified. 

It was Athletics Director Mal Moore's inten- 
tion to get Bama back on top, and now 
Crimson Tide recruiters can show the begin- 
nings of the Crimson Tradition Campaign. 
Early this year, just in time to help put the 
final touches on an excellent recruiting effort 
by Head Football Coach Mike Shula and his 
staff, the first phase of the $100 million capi- 
tal improvements project was completed. 
Alabama opened the addition to the Football 
Building, including the 22,000 square foot 
weight room (left). The weight room portion 
of the massive addition contains equipment 
and niceties second to none. 

For the record, it is larger than any except 
Nebraska's, which has the capacity to add on 
to its weight room should any school have 
the audacity to build one larger. As Moore 
pointed out, “It’s big enough for us.” 

Indeed, the entire football team, over 100 
men, could work out in the new area. 

New Strength and Conditioning Coach 
Kent Johnston (lower right) has noted that 
the building of a magnificent facility is help- 
ful in recruiting. Alabama has built the Taj 
Mahal. 

Many UA officials deserve credit for the on- 
going renovations, but without question 
Coach Moore has been the driving force be- 
hind fund raising and seeing that the various 
projects get completed as rapidly as possible. 
Time after time during the planning stages, 
when the architect's plans or committee re- 
comendations were passed along to Moore, 
he sent them back with the simple notation 
“Make it nicer.” 

In addition to the obvious features of equip- 
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ment, there are indoor running tracks and offices for the strength 
and conditioning coaches. And the weight room includes a mural 
depicting the championship history of Crimson Tide football. 

Work has also begun on the remodeling of Bryant Hall into an 
academics center for all sports, a soccer stadium, tennis stadium, 
and new golf practice area and building (at Ol’ Colony). A new en- 
trance to the track stadium is part of renovations there. Bama has 
also built a new building to provide heat and air conditioning for 
Coleman Coliseum, the Football Building, and the Indoor Facility, 
and a new football equipment warehouse. 

The remodeling of the previously existing Football Building is 
underway and will include a new entrance and museum-quality 
corridor of Alabama's championships, bowls, and Hall of Fame and 
All-America players and coaches. It will also include a massive 
new football practice lockerroom and the new training room will 
be built in the space previously used for the weight room. 

Later there will be a $25 million remodeling of Coleman 
Coliseum and Bryant-Denny Stadium will be expanded to over 
90,000 with an addition of sky-boxes, a club level, and seats in the 
South end zone. 


out the facility, including this magnificent edifice in the 
stairwell of the new entrance to the edition. 

The weightroom’s large windows (below) look out over Bama’s 
football practice fields. Another practice field, expected to be artifi- 
cial turf, will be added. Balconies from Coach Shula’s new office 
and from the Championship Corridor also overlook the practice 
fields. 

Above the weight room is a new recruiting room, including an 
area large enough to feed and entertain a sizable group of recruits 
and their parents, either before games during the season or on offi- 
cial visit weekends. A food preparation area is in the building. 

The recruiting area also includes the team room, set aside for 
watching television on one of the big screen monitors or playing 
video games at one of the eight stations. 

The new addition (top right) is a beautiful addition to the cam- 
pus, fitting in perfectly with the existing building. 

New offices for Alabama's defensive coaches (below right), as 
well as offices for recruiting personnel, are in the new addition 
and overlook the weightroom. New offices for offensive coaches, 
as well as new meeting rooms, will be in the remodeled area. 


T= University’s copyrighted logo (left) is repeated through- 
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Football Recruiting: 


a — SE 
Crimson Tide Lands Banner Class 


by Freddie Kirby 


Most of 27 new signees 
come from the ranks of 
Alabama high schools 


ike Shula has had to do a lot of 
things in a hurry since being 
named Alabama's head football 


coach last May. And while recruiting is al- 
ways important and always somewhat ur- 
gent, Shula and his staff showed this winter 
they did have the time to do it right. The 
Crimson Tide signed 27 new players on 
February 4. 

And, as Shula said, they had time to plan. 
One of the plans is how the 27 will fit into 
the 19 available slots. Alabama will bring in 
only 19 new scholarshipped players next 
August. The other eight will be dealt with in 
ways that won't be disclosed—perhaps not 
even known—until later. 

It is possible that some will go to junior 
college. Some are expected to wait until next 
January to enter The University, thus count- 
ing on next year's scholarship allotment 
when the Tide will be able to sign 25. (Any 
who elect to delay entry could actually en- 
roll at Alabama as part-time students next 
fall, but would have to pay their own ex- 
penses and would not be able to participate 
in football.) It is possible that some will 
elect to walk on, or (for those eligible) come 
on some other type scholarship. 

Despite Alabama not having a full comple- 
ment of scholarships, the so-called (and self- 
appointed) recruiting experts who analyze 
the annual harvest of new talent have 
deemed Bama’s haul to be among the best in 
both the Southeastern Conference and in 
the nation. 

Alabama concentrated on in-state high 
school stars with 21 of the 27 from 
Alabama. That was by design. Alabama 
Head Coach Mike Shula said that since he 
came from Miami, he often fielded questions 
about whether he would recruit in South 
Florida, He said that his answer was always 
that Alabama had great football players, and 
said that a primary reason for that was the 
excellent high school coaching. Meanwhile, 
there have been reports that Shula and his 
staff have made great progress in cultivating 
the state's prep coaches. 
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Justin Britt 


“There's a lot of great players in this state,” 
Shula said. “We need to make these people 
feel good about us. There was a definite em- 
phasis.” 

Shula complimented his assistant coaches 
for a job well done. “It makes me feel better 
about this staff now than at any time since 
I've been here,” Shula said. “We all know 
how important this part of the job is.” 

Shula was not surprised at the recruiting 
achievement in his first year. “Its Alabama,” 
he said. “It's a special place. When you come 
here, you're going to do things right and be 
first-class. We're going to be ourselves and 
not try to be somebody else. That's what at- 
tracted me as a freshman, and | think that’s 
what attracted a lot of these guys.” 

He said that early commitments helped 
the recruiting effort. “I do feel once we got 
commitments from some guys, it kind of 
snowballed and helped us get some others,” 
Shula said. “These guys talk to each other a 
lot more than I would have imagined.” 

Shula said immediate help is expected 
from the signees. But, he said, all have been 
given the same challenge: it will be up to 
them to come in next August and compete 
for playing time. “My gut feeling is, if they're 
ready we're going to play them, and now is 
the time for that,” he said. “We don't have a 
lot of depth. I’ve never been afraid to play 
young guys. We want our guys to come in 
with a mindset of competing for a job.” 

Most analysts noted Alabama’s decisive 
victory over Auburn in the battle for in-state 
prospects. Bama landed the state’s top three 
players, seven of the top 10, 14 of the top 
20. 

More important, Alabama met its needs 
with wide receivers, linemen, and defensive 
backs top priority. 

Here is a look at Bama’ latest signees. 

Justin Britt is 6-4, 270 and has been timed 
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at 4.8 seconds in the 40-yard dash. He is a 
lineman from Cullman High School. He was 
named the state’s top prospect by The 
Birmingham News and was 5A Lineman of 
the Year in Alabama. He is the brother of 
current Tide players Wesley and Taylor. In 
his prep career he was an all-star linebacker 
before moving to the defensive line, where 
he had 98 tackles, 15 sacks, and two inter- 
ceptions as a senior. In his prep career he 
had 473 tackles. He graded 89 per cent as an 
offensive lineman last season, and also 
scored four touchdowns in special situations 
fullback play. He bench presses 335, squats 
500, and has a 30-inch vertical jump. He has 
been state champion in both the discus and 
shot put. He has a 3.5 grade point average in 
advanced classes and scored 20 on the ACT. 
He selected Bama over Georgia. He would 
like to play offensive guard. 

Keith Brown is a 6-3, 190, 4.3 wide receiv- 
er from Pensacola, Florida. He was nick- 
named “Mississippi Brown” because he 
played at Harrison Central in Gulfport, 
Mississippi until his senior year. His eligibil- 
ity had expired in the Magnolia State so he 
transferred to Pensacola and had a banner 
senior year. He caught 56 passes for 1,310 
yards and 15 touchdowns en route to being 
named all-state. He added four rushing 
touchdowns, plus kickoff and punt return 
scores. He was selected for the California- 
Florida All-Star game where he snagged five 
passes for one score and was chosen the 
game’s MVP. Brown was also a state track 
champion in Mississippi. He selected 
Alabama over Florida, Florida State, and 
Mississippi State. 

Antoine Caldwell is a 6-3, 265, 4.92 offen- 
sive lineman from Robert E. Lee in Mont- 
gomery. He was an outstanding guard in 
high school as he had both physical at- 
tributes (strength, long arms, agility) and in- 
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Simeon Castille 


Marcus Carter 


telligence. Some project him as a college 
center. He graded 85 per cent blocking effi- 
ciency and gave up only one sack. Although 
he comes from a household in which one 
parent is an Alabama fan and one an Auburn 
fan, he said he had always been a Tide sup- 
porter and picked Bama over Auburn. He is 
a hard worker on the field, in the weight- 
room, and in the classroom, where he has a 
3.2 GPA and scored 21 on the ACT. 

Marcus Carter is a 6-0, 186, 4.46 defensive 
back from Fort Payne. He is young (17), but 
was rated the top safety prospect in the 
state. Most project him as a college strong 
safety. Last summer he had committed to 
Auburn, but he changed his mind and 
picked Alabama over the Tigers. His senior 
year he started at tailback and ran for 514 
yards on 70 carries with eight touchdowns. 
Defensively, he had 67 tackles and four pass 
breakups. He benches 250 and squats 450. 
He has a 3.3 GPA and a 17 ACT. 

Simeon Castille is a 6-1, 185, 4.47 defen- 
sive back from Briarwood Christian in 
Birmingham. His father, Jeremiah Castille, 
was an All-America cornerback at Alabama 
and his brother, Tim, was the Tide’s starting 
fullback last year as a freshman, but Bama 
still had to beat out national champion LSU 
for Simeon. Although he has played several 
offensive and defensive positions, he is con- 
sidered one of the nation’s top cornerback 
prospects. He led his team to the Class 5A 
state championship as a senior and he was 
5A Back of the Year. He had 98 carries for 
540 yards and six touchdowns, while catch- 
ing 21 passes for 350 yards and one score. 
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He had 60 tackles on defense with nine in- 
terceptions (two returned for touchdowns). 
He was selected to participate in the U. S. 
Army All-America Game in San Antonio, 
Texas and made a nationally-televised com- 
mitment to Alabama. He has a 38-inch verti- 
cal jump, benches 265 and squats 330. He 
has a 3.0 GPA and scored 22 on the ACT. 

Trent Davidson is a 6-6, 255, 4.66 tight 
end from T. R. Miller in Brewton. A National 
Honor Society member, team captain, and 
four-year letterman, he has a 3.4 GPA and 
24 ACT. Some believe he will grow into a 
center or offensive tackle, but Alabama re- 
cruited him as a polished tight end who can 
block and receive. After winning the state 
title in his freshman and junior seasons, his 
team was the state’s number one team for 
most of his senior year and he had 12 catch- 
es for 265 yards (22.1 yards per reception) 
and two touchdowns. He averaged four pan- 
cake blocks per game. He was all-state and a 
finalist for 3A Lineman of the Year. He is 
also a long snapper. He signed with Alabama 
over Florida State, Florida, Auburn, and 
LSU. 

Cody Davis is a 6-7, 275, 5.0 offensive 
tackle from Hillcrest in Tuscaloosa. He 
played tight end as a sophomore before 
moving to left offensive tackle as a junior, 
which is his projected college position. He 
helped his team go to the third round of the 
state playoffs as a senior and was selected to 
the Class 6A all-state team. He graded 86 
per cent blocking efficiency. His father Bert 
Davis and two uncles, Butch and Bryant 
Davis, all played college football at Wichita 
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State. He has a 28-inch vertical jump, 
benches 315, squats 500, and hang cleans 
315. He has a 2.6 GPA and made a 16 on the 
ACT. He selected Bama over Florida, 
Auburn, and South Carolina. 

Drew Davis is a 6-7, 285, 5.5 offensive 
tackle from Sparta Academy in Evergreen. 
He is an AISA all-state selection who graded 
90 per cent blocking efficiency as a junior. 
His senior year, he was chosen the AISA 
Lineman of the Year. He also is a starter on 
the defensive front and had 44 tackles and 
five sacks in 11 games. He also stars in bas- 
ketball and baseball. He benches 275, squats 
350, has a 2.8 GPA and scored 18 on the 
ACT. He may delay his entry until January, 
2005, and count against next year’s allot- 
ment of scholarships. 

Curtis Dawson is a 6-2, 255, 4.7 inside 
linebacker from Hoover in Birmingham. 
Although some project him as a defensive 
lineman, he was recruited as a linebacker. 
His senior year he led his team to the state 
championship and was 6A Lineman of the 
Year. He had 137 tackles and 11 sacks. He 
benches 400, squats 540, and power cleans 
320. He has a 2.4 GPA and scored 21 on the 
ACT. He picked Alabama over Auburn, 
Tennessee, and Georgia. 

Brandon Fanney is a 6-5, 260, 4.7 defen- 
sive lineman from Hamblen West in 
Morristown, Tennessee, where he played for 
Coach Danny Woods, brother of Bama 
Assistant Coach Sparky Woods. Although he 
was all-state as a physical speed rush end, he 
could grow into a defensive tackle. As a se- 
nior he had 125 tackles, 22 tackles for loss, 
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17 sacks, and four fumble recoveries. He has 
a 30-inch vertical jump, benches 315, squats 
450, and power cleans 275. He has a 2.7 
GPA and scored 15 on his first try on the 
ACT. He selected Alabama over Virginia, 
Virginia Tech, Florida State, and Georgia 

D. J. Hall is a 6-3, 185, 4.37 wide receiver 
from Choctawhatchee In Ft. Walton Beach, 
Florida. Although he missed two games his 
senior year, he led his team to the playoffs. 
He caught 26 passes for 733 yards (28.2 
yards per reception) and 12 touchdowns. He 
also had three punts and one kickoff re- 
turned for touchdowns. He has a 39-inch 
vertical jump, a 2.7 GPA, and scored 17 on 
the ACT. He signed with Alabama over LSU, 
Florida, Florida State, and Tennessee. 

Kevin Hamilton is a 6-4, 240, 4.88 defen- 
sive end from Prattville. As a senior he had 
56 tackles, nine sacks, 16 tackles for loss, 
one interception, and five fumble recoveries. 
He is a three-year starter who made all-re- 
gion as a junior. He is projected to grow to 
defensive tackle size. He benches 265, 
squats 395, and power cleans 245. He has a 
2.5 GPA and must raise his ACT score. He 
signed with Alabama over Auburn, 
Arkansas, and Clemson. 

Jeramie Holifield is a 6-5, 250, 4.6 defen- 
sive end from Hoover in Birmingham. He 
transferred to Hoover as a junior from 
Bessemer Jess Lanier and earned a starting 
job at his new school midway through his 
junior season. His senior year he had 76 
tackles, nine sacks, and three caused fum- 
bles. He signed with Alabama over LSU, 
Florida, Auburn, Tennessee, and Oregon. He 
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said he has some work to do academically. 

Aaron Johns is a 5-10, 182, 4.5 running 
back from Thomasville. As a senior he 
rushed 183 times for 2,050 yards and 33 
touchdowns, while catching passes for 224 
yards. He had a total of 37 touchdowns his 
senior year and was chosen Class 4A and 
Montgomery Advertiser Back of the Year. He 
benches 260, squats 405, and power cleans 
270. He is a C-student who made 15 on the 
ACT on his first try. He signed with Alabama 
over Georgia Tech and Southern Miss. 

Ezekiel Knight is a 6-3, 210, 4.6 athlete 
from Randolph County in Wedowee. He is a 
bona fide prospect on both offense (wide re- 
ceiver, which is his favorite position and the 
spot Bama has in mind, or tight end) and 
defense (linebacker). He led his team to the 
2A state championship and also won the 
MVP award. He also was chosen 2A Back of 
the Year in Alabama after producing 522 
yards on 28 receptions for seven scores. He 
also returned 12 punts for 504 yards and six 
touchdowns. Defensively, he was credited 
with 147 tackles. He benches 240 and squats 
425. He has a 3.2 GPA and made 16 on his 
first ACT test. He signed with Alabama over 
Auburn. 

Travis McCall is a 6-3, 230, 4.69 defensive 
end from Prattville. Although he was a fine 
blocking tight end in high school, he was re- 
cruited by Alabama for defensive line. He 
graded 90 per cent in blocking as a senior. 
He had six touchdown receptions as a 
sophomore and two as a junior, despite play- 
ing with a broken hand. He helped his team 
to the state quarterfinals and was all-state. 


AASHING: 
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B.J. Stabler 


He has a 2.5 GPA and an 18 ACT. He bench- 
es 250, squats 475, and hang cleans 290. He 
signed with Alabama over Auburn and 
Clemson. 

Aaron McDaniel is a 6-2, 170, 4.5 quarter- 
back from Fort Payne. He is listed as a de- 
fensive back by Alabama, but could end up 
at wide receiver. He played quarterback, 
running back, wide receiver, and defensive 
back in high school. He has been injury- 
plagued with a broken bone in his hand, 
arm surgery, and a badly twisted ankle, but 
still amassed 757 yards rushing and five 
touchdowns as a junior. He rushed 116 
times for 790 yards and seven touchdowns 
as a senior, while he completed 22 of 32 
passes for 340 yards, three touchdowns, and 
just one pick, Defensively at safety, he post- 
ed 35 tackles, five pass breakups, and two 
blocked punts. He finished second (to 
Nikita Stover) in the state high jump. He is 
also a basketball standout. He still must 
qualify. He picked Alabama over Auburn. 

Will Oakley is a 6-1, 190, 4.44 wide re- 
ceiver from Nease in St. Augustine, Florida. 
After converting from cornerback, his pri- 
mary position as a sophomore junior, he was 
the leading receiver in the state of Florida 
last season. He broke the Northeast Florida 
record with 67 receptions for 1,282 yards 
and 14 touchdowns. He was first team all- 
state and a nominee for Mr. Football. In lim- 
ited duty as a receiver in his first two prep 
seasons he had nine receptions for 250 yards 
(nearly 28 yards per catch) and four touch- 
downs. In the summer prior to his junior 
year he attended the Bishop Dullaghan Skills 


Marcel Stamps 


John Parker Wilson 


Jake Wingo 
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Camp and was named top defensive back. 
He is also a track star (110 hurdles). He is 
the son of former Alabama baseball player 
Bill Oakley. He has a 36-inch vertical jump, 
benches 260, squats 375, and power cleans 
230. He posts a 3.9 GPA, while scoring 1100 
on the SAT and 25 on the ACT. He picked 
Alabama over Georgia Tech. 

Travis Robinson is a 5-10, 180, 4.35 corner- 
back from Hillcrest in Tuscaloosa. A three- 


program. With Alabama having been under reduced scholarship 

numbers, it has been particularly important for the Crimson 
Tide. Another group of very good high school players has been identified 
as possibly providing depth at Bama in upcoming seasons. 

Alabama has generally encouraged walk-ons, although the limited 
number of assistant coaches and the time limits for practice and meet- 
ing time necessitate some prudence. It is difficult to be precise when 
predicting walk-ons because some may elect to accept a scholarship to 
another school and some may decide the price of practice without 
scholarship is too high. 

Bama has had some success in recent years, including such contrib- 
utors as Brandon Greer, Lance Taylor, David Cavan, Josh Smith, Brian 
Bostick, and Waine Bacon. 

At least two walk-ons have already joined the squad. They are: 

Damien Jones, a 6-1, 210-pound wide receiver from Vigor of 
Prichard is a former top high school prospect who signed with 
Alabama in 1999. However, he later signed a professional baseball 
contract and has been playing minor league baseball. He elected to re- 
turn to college, and has joined the Tide for spring practice. 
Professional baseball will pay his college expenses, as it does for two 
players who walked on at Alabama last spring-quarterback Mike 
Machen of Mobile and wide receiver Scoop McDowell of Jackson, 
Mississippi. Both Machen and McDowell went through spring prac- 
tice last year, were redshirted last fall, and will have four years of eligi- 
bility beginning this season. 

Dawson Brown, a 6-5, 315-pound offensive lineman from Harvest. 
He played at Sparkman High School, then went to Alabama- 
Birmingham. He has transferred to Alabama and will have to sit out 
next season, then will have three years eligibility beginning in 2005. 

Here are some we haye identified as possible walk-on candidates in 
August; 

David Brown, a 6-7, 300-pound offensive lineman from Sparkman 
High in Harvest. If the name is familiar its because he is the brother 
of Dawson. 

Thomas Patrick Gordon, a 6-6, 205, 4.62 wide receiver from 
Vanderbilt Catholic School in Houma, Louisiana. He attended two 
Alabama football camps last summer. He was chosen the Most 
Outstanding wide receiver /tight end at the 2003 Manning Passing 
Camp. He finished his junior year with 30 catches and four touch- 
downs, but his senior year was his breakout season. He had 34 recep- 
tions for 620 yards and three touchdowns, plus rushed for 300 yards 
and three scores. He has offers from several smaller schools. 

There is a report from Birmingham that Jason Grammar, a place- 
kicker at Vestavia Hills (and son of the school’s soccer coach) intends 
to join the Tide in the fall, 

Brent Greer is a 6-3, 185, 4.6 wide receiver from Boaz. He was all-re- 
gion. He is a polished receiver and could also be a free safety prospect. 
He caught 34 passes for 640 yards and seven touchdowns and turned 
in 90 tackles and two interceptions. 

Although there has been no published report, there is hope in the 
Bama camp that a walk-on will include Joe Jones, the 5-9, 170-pound 
wide receiver son of Mountain Brook Head Coach Joey Jones. The 
elder Jones was a phenomenal wide receiver for Coach Paul Bryant at 
Alabama. 


Noereenc iid players are important to almost every football 
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year starter at cornerback, he had 10 career 
interceptions, He had 43 tackles and three in- 
terceptions as a senior. In limited offensive 
work he had 13 pass receptions for 249 yards 
and two touchdowns, and he returned two 
kickofls for touchdowns. As a junior he had a 
96-yard fumble return for a touchdown. The 
all-state player has a 38-inch vertical jump, 
benches 300, squats +55, and power cleans 
285. He has a 3.5 GPA and has scored 17 on 


Alabama Hopes To Add Quality Walk-Ons, Too 


the ACT. He signed with Alabama over 
Auburn, LSU, and Notre Dame. 

B.J. Stabler is a 6-5, 291, 5.2 offensive 
tackle from Clarke County in Grove Hill. He 
was the 3A Lineman of the Year. He graded 
95 peer cent blocking and averaged six pan- 
cakes per game, He had a game high 13 pan- 
cakes in one contest. Only 17, he was all- 
state as a junior and senior. He has excellent 
lower body strength with a 510 squat, but 


Another son of a former Alabama great who may be able to walk on 
with the Crimson Tide is cornerback Tyrone King, Jr., 5-9, 185, from 
McCalla in Adamsville. His father, also a cornerback in his playing 
days at Alabama, died last spring. 

Both Jones and King might be eligible for Paul Bryant Scholarships, 
which are awarded to the children of former Bryant players without 
regard to athletics. 

Joseph McPhillips is a 5-11, 165-pound punter from Cullman. He av- 
eraged 42 yards per punt as a junior, when he kicked a school record 
69-yarder, then averaged 47 yards per punt as a senior. He is adept at 
putting the ball out of bounds inside the 20. He was second at the 
Carol White Kicking Camp with a 46-yard average. A wide receiver, he 
has the ability to handle bad snaps. He missed just one extra point and 
was his team’s kickoff man, specializing in “sky” kicks. 

A. J. Milwee is a 5-11, 170, 4.6 athlete/quarterback from Boaz. He 
quarterbacked his team deep into the state playoffs. He is a double 
threat who can run and throw. He completed 122 of 199 passes for 
1956 yards, 22 touchdowns with just four interceptions. He rushed 
for 983 yards and 17 touchdowns. He was all-state and region MVP. 

Brent Nall is a 6-2, 234, 4.6 linebacker from Straughn High School 
in Andalusia. A two-time team captain, he was all-county and honor- 
able mention all-state. His senior year he posted 61 solo tackles, 89 
assists, and 10 tackles for loss. For his career, he has 155 solo tackles, 
277 assists, and 22 tackles for loss. He bench presses 375. He chose 
the Tide despite a handful of offers from smaller schools. 

Darion Payne, 6-3, 209, is a quarterback and all-around athlete at 
Huffman in Birmingham who is thought to be considering joining 
Alabama without a scholarship. Although “Mr. Football” in 
Birmingham as a quarterback, he projects as a wide receiver in col- 
lege. 

Josh Smyth, a 6-0, 230-pound fullback at Birmingham Hoover is an- 
other prep star who may walk on at Bama in the fall. Although he pro- 
jects as a college fullback, he was also an outstanding defensive end in 
high school. 

Lane Stewart is a 5-11, 165 kicker from Tuscola High School m 
Waynesville, North Carolina. One of the top kicking prospects in the 
Carolina region and a player who originally hailed from Prattville, he 
had an outstanding senior year that saw him boot 84 per cent of his 
kickoffs into the end zone and also punt for a 40-yard average, His 
primary position is field goal kicker and he was good on 12 of 14 
kicks as a senior with a long kick of 47 yards, He also kicked 31 extra 
points his senior year and was named the Class 3A All-Mountain 
Conference kicker. 

Adam Thrash is a 6-5, 220, 4.9 quarterback from Pulaski Academy 
in Little Rock, Arkansas. His coach, Kevin Kelly, said Alabama is “get- 
ting a big-time steal who works hard and is a coach on the field.” 
Thrash led his team to the state championship with six touchdown 
passes in the title game. Naturally, he was the MVP in that game. As a 
senior he completed 233 of 386 passes for 3501 yards for +5 touch- 
downs and just 10 interceptions. He also rushed for 381 yards on 63 
carries with six touchdowns. As a junior he was 262 of 406 for 3,973 
yards and 48 touchdowns and as a sophomore hit 62 of 102 passes for 
831 yards and six touchdowns. He completed 62.7 per cent of his 
passes and had 99 touchdowns, only 23 interceptions. He picked 
Bama over smaller school scholarship offers. —Freddie Kirby 


www.BamaMag.com 23 


he needs to improve his bench press(275) 
and his power clean (250). He has a 3,0 
GPA and has scored 16 on the ACT. He 
picked Alabama over Auburn, LSU, and 
South Carolina. 

Marcel Stamps is a 6-3, 190, 4.4 athlete 
from Branuey, Although Brantley has sent 
star athletes to the SEC in the likes of former 
Auburn basketball stars Chuck and Wesley 
Person, Stamps is the first football player 
from Brantley to sign in the SEC. He is listed 
as both a wide receiver and linebacker 
prospect, but Alabama intends to use him at 
wide receiver, As a senior he had 39 pass re- 
ceptions for 796 yards and 11 touchdowns. 
Defensively, he posted 96 tackles, two caused 
fumbles, two fumble recoveries (one re- 
turned for score), and one blocked punt. He 
has a 38-inch vertical jump, benches 305, 
squats 475, has a 2,8 GPA, and scored 15 on 
his first ACT. He chose Alabama over 
Auburn and Mississippi State. 

Nikita Stover is a 6-2, 188, 4.45 wide re- 
ceiver {rom Hartselle. He was considered by: 
some to be the state's number one prospect. 
A four-year starter, he was Region Athlete of 
the Year as a junior with 26 catches for 723 
yards and 10 touchdowns. His senior year, 
he had 40 catches for over 900 yards and 
eight touchdowns. He also excels in basket- 
ball and track (state champion high jumper 
at 6-6). He has a 39-inch vertical jump, 
benches 260, squats 450, and power cleans 
245. He has a 2.3 GPA and scored 17 on the 
ACT, He signed with Alabama over LSU, 
Michigan, and South Carolina. 

Chris Turner is a 6-3, 280, 4.8 defensive 
lineman from Northwest Mississippi 
Community College in  Senatobia, 
Mississippi. Turner was highly-recruited out 


of Ed White High School in Jacksonville, 
Florida, and signed with Joe Kines at Florida 
State. With Kines now at Alabama, Turner 
selected the Tide over FSU and Miami. His 
freshman year in junior college he produced 
53 tackles, 13 tackles for loss, nine sacks, 27 
quarterback pressures, nine deflected passes, 
two caused fumbles, and one fumble recov- 
ery. His sophomore year he earned all-state 
honors with 66 tackles (33 solo), 18 tackles 
for loss, 13 sacks, 19 quarterback pressures, 
two batted passes, seven caused fumbles, 
and two fumble recoveries. He benches 415 
and squats 550. 

Nick Walker is a 6-6, 235, 4.83 tight end 
from Pike County in Brundidge. An all-state 
tight end, he had the luxury of playing with 
one of the state’s best quarterbacks (Chris 
Nickson, who signed with Vanderbilt). 
Walker had a phenomenal year for a tight 
end with 67 receptions for 1,028 yards and 

15 touchdowns in helping his team to the 
3A state championship. As a junior he had 
37 catches for over 800 yards and 10 touch- 
downs, He benches 245, squats 405, and 
power cleans 250. He has a 3.2 GPA. He 
signed with Alabama over Auburn, Florida, 
and Florida State. 

Lorenzo Washington is a 6-5, 275, 4.7 de- 
fensive lineman from Grayson in Loganville, 
Georgia. Although young (17), he is very 
polished and was impressive in announcing 
his commitment on a regional television re- 
cruiting program. In his school’s third year 
of existence, he helped the team to the state 
playoffs as a junior. He was all-state two 
years. As a senior he had 60 tackles, 10 
sacks, and two caused fumbles. He began his 
prep career in San Diego, California, His fa- 
ther played at Ohio State. He is academically 


Time To Look At Some Football Prospects For 2005 


qualified and chose Alabama over Georgia. 

John Parker Wilson is a 6-1, 185, 4.5 quar- 
terback from Hoover in Birmingham. He led 
his team to the 6A state championship in 
both his junior and senior seasons and was 
6A Back of the Year as a senior. He was the 
only Alabama prep player to make this years 
Parade All-America team. He is also an out- 
standing baseball player and will likely play 
both sports at Alabama, His senior year, he 
set a new state record for passing yardage ina 
season with 3821 yards. That eclipsed the old 
mark set by Brodie Croyle his junior year. He 
completed 314 of 467 passes and had 40 
touchdown passes against just 10 picks. He 
also added five rushing touchdowns. His ca- 
reer numbers show 615 completions in 978 
attempts for 8,170 yards and 78 touchdowns. 
He has a 62.8 completion percentage for his 
career. On the diamond he was 8-1 on the 
mound while batting .300 with five homers. 
His father, Parker Wilson, played baseball at 
Livingston University and in the Boston Red 
Sox chain. He has a 31-inch vertical jump, 
benches 220, and squats 350. He sports a 3.5 
GPA and scored 24 on the ACT. He signed 
with Alabama over Tennessee, Clemson, Ole 
Miss, and Georgia Tech. 

Jake Wingo is a 6-0, 205, 4.62 strong safe- 
ty/linebacker from Hillcrest in Tuscaloosa. 
Following in the footsteps of his father, Rich 
Wingo (Alabama, Green Bay Packers), Jake 
was a prep linebacker who projects as a 
strong safety in college. He was credited 
with 85 tackles his senior year for a team 
that reached the state quarterfinals. He has 
excellent speed, and his 4.11 shuttle time in- 
dicates incredible quickness, He benches 
320 and squats 490, He is a full qualifier 
who signed with Alabama over Clemson. 


when it comes to recruiting. Its the nature of the game. That's why 

Alabama's recruiting office sent out almost 1,000 letters to upcom- 
ing high school seniors on Signing Day this year. The work of recruit- 
ing the 2005 class was underway before the task of getting in all the 
2004 signees had been completed. 

As is usually the case, the outstanding high school coaches in the 
state of Alabama are expected once again to provide an excellent group 
of football players. Historically, Bama has recruited the bulk of its play- 
ers from within Alabama. And although some so-called recruiting ex- 
perts may rate the players in other states higher than they rate those in 
Alabama, it is the Crimson Tide and its base of home-grown players 
that have taken the majority of championships. 

Although we expect this list to change, here is a look at some up- 
coming Alabama high school seniors whose names are likely to surface 
in the next few months in recruiting stories: 

Quarterbacks—Chad Kilgore of Oakman, Skylor Ray of Cherokee 
County. 

Running Backs—Timothy Hicks of Washington County, Miguel 
Hurtado of Oneonta, Harris Johnson of Vestavia Hills, David McCants 
of Tuscaloosa County, Maurice McCullough of Russellville, Michael 
Reese of Auburn. 


I: never too early for Alabama football fans to start looking ahead 
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Jerraud Powers of Decatur, Cory Reamer of Hoover, Lamarius Stanley 


Pullbacks—Tyson Marable of Lawrence County. 

Wide Receivers—Montez Billings of Pelham, Stephen Black of 
Vestavia Hills, Careg Bonner of Huntsville, Jarmin Rothchild of 
Thomasville, Terrell Smith of Clay-Chalkville. 

Tight Ends—Charlie Hoke of Birmingham Briarwood Christian, Gabe 
McKenzie of Mobile Davidson, J.R. Sandlin of Tuscaloosa Northridge, 
Tommy Trott of Montgomery Trinity Presbyterian, 

Offensive Linemen—Dezmon Bone of Huntsville Butler, R.J. Brisbon 
of Montgomery Lee, Chris Burkhalter of Clay County, Will Crafts of 
East Limestone, Anthony Dunning of Colfeeville, Andrew Farr of Pell 
City, Paul Selmon of Montgomery Lee, Colby Swaim of Ardmore, 
Emmett Williams of Auburn. 

Defensive Ends—Antonio Coleman of Mobile Williamson, Bobby 
Greenwood of Prattville, Andrew McCain of Birmingham Briarwood 
Christian, C.J. White of Randolph County. 

Defensive Tackles-Brandon Bates of Tuscumbia Deshler, Evan 
Cardwell of Killen Brooks, Patrick Pinchon of Danville. 

Linebackers—Vincent Cobb of Montgomery Lee, Jerrod Robinson of| 
Prattville, Ali Sharrief of Stevenson North Jackson. 

Defensive Backs—Rico Albert of Prattville, Sam Burnthall of Decatur, 


of Courtland. —Freddie Kirby 
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Where Are They Now? 


Richard Todd Shifts His Attention 


by Erik Stinnett 


Alabama golf team will 
share spotlight with Tide 
football for ex-quarterback 


players turning to a gentler sport, fre- 

quently golf, as they get a little older. 
And former Alabama quarterback Richard 
Todd could frequently be found on the golf 
course these days. But it’s not so much 
about competition for Todd. It’s about being 
a proud papa. 

Todd's 17-year-old son, Richard Darby 
Todd, who goes by the nickname “Gator,” 
earned a scholarship to play golf at Ala- 
bama. The Coffee High School senior is one 
of the best prep golfers in the country. He 
finished third in the 5A state tournament 
last year, won the prestigious Rome Junior 
Classic last summer, and earned third-team 
All-America honors as a junior. He is ranked 
23rd nationally. 

Richard, no doubt, was glad to see his son 
select his parents’ alma mater as his colle- 
giate choice, but Dad's status as a former 
Alabama football player had less to do with 
Gator’s decision than might be expected. 
The reputation of Alabama Golf Coach Jay 
Seawell was a bigger factor than Pop's past 
Crimson Tide heroics. “Gator just thinks the 
world of him,” said Todd. 

So how did the son of an Alabama football 
great wind up on the path to golf stardom? 
It definitely wasn’t because of Dad's prowess 
on the links or his love for the game of golf. 

“I'm horrible,” Todd said of his golf game. 
“I like watching the kids play, and I like to 
walk the course. But as far as my game, I’m 
not good. And it just takes too long to play.” 

In the case of Gator, though, Todd feels his 
son is right where he belongs in terms of 
athletics. 

“At 5-foot-10, 150 pounds, he doesn’t 
need to be playing football,” Todd said with 
a laugh. “He liked lifting weights when he 
was younger, but football just never really 
panned out for him. When he was about 14 
or 15, 1 remember telling him, ‘If 1 was you 
and | could shoot in the low 70s, I don't 
think I'd play football either.” 

Todd and his wife, Lu Lu, have two other 
children who are also into hobbies other than 


IT: not unusual to hear of former football 
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Richard Todd went to Alabama in order to play for legendary Coach Paul Bryant. Although he was 
known as a passing quarterback, Todd was an effective runner in Bama’s wishbone offense. 
University of Alabama Photo 


football. Darbi Lu, 13, is an avid horseback Richard, too, has a favorite hobby- flying. 
rider and Jimmy, 8, is a video games fanatic. He hasn't flown much recently, though. In 
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fact, his plane has been in the shop. But it’s 
also a matter of time, juggling his career 
with the activities of his family. 

Although Todd and his family live in 
Florence, Todd works in Atlanta as a sales- 
man and manager for Bear Stearns, a leading 
global investment banking, securities trad- 
ing and brokerage firm. The 50-year-old 
Todd, who commutes on weekends, has 
been with the company for 18 years, ever 
since he retired from pro football. 

“It's a competitive and challenging busi- 
ness,” Todd said of his current profession. 

Much like football. 


odd, who lettered at Alabama from 

1973 to 1975, experienced a heavy 

dose of winning during his collegiate 
career. The Tide went 11-1 and won 
Southeastern Conference titles in each of 
those three seasons. The 1973 Alabama 
squad also won a share of the national 
championship. Alabama's losses in ’73 and 
‘74 came against Notre Dame in Sugar and 
Orange bowl games, while the 1975 stumble 
was a season-opening setback against 
Missouri. 

“We had so much talent,” Todd said of 
those squads. “Coach (Paul) Bryant substi- 
tuted people a lot and played so many peo- 
ple. That's why none of us built up a lot of 
individual stats. But we didn’t care. It proba- 
bly had a lot to do with us having such a 
great camaraderie. 

“It’s a different time now. Teams just don’t 
have that kind of depth. Our second team 
players back then were as good as a lot of 
other teams’ first-team players.” 

In addition to depth, another key to 
Alabama's success under Bryant was disci- 
pline, Todd said. 

“He treated everybody fairly,” Todd said of 
the legendary coach. “He didn’t show fa- 
voritism. You look at what happened this 
year with the Kansas State quarterback just 
before their bowl game. Without even get- 
ting into the whole sexual assault allegation, 
the fact that he missed curfew would have 
been reason enough for punishment under 
Coach Bryant. That guy never would have 
played in the bowl game. Coach Bryant 
would not have put up with that.” 

Todd, who came to Alabama because he 
wanted to play for Bryant, was considered a 
passing quarterback when he arrived at The 
Capstone. In Alabama’s wishbone offense, 
however, Todd learned to hurt defenses with 
his feet, twice rushing for over 100 yards in 
a game. 

Jeff Rutledge, a teammate of Todd's at 
Alabama and a fellow quarterback on those 
teams, remembers being awed by the 6-2, 
215-pounder. “He was a heck of an athlete,” 
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While Richard Todd was a star quarterback for the Crimson Tide, his son, Gator, hopes to excel for 
Alabama as a member of the golf team when he enters The University next fall. 


Rutledge said. “He was a big guy to run the 
wishbone, but he could also throw the ball.” 

Randy Billingsley, a former Alabama half- 
back who played with Todd, remembers 
something else about Todd and his tenden- 
cies while operating the option attack. Todd 
ran into Billingsley at last year’s Northern 
Illinois game when the 1973 national cham- 
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pionship team was being recognized. 

“Randy greeted me by calling me ‘No Pitch 
Rich,” Todd said with a chuckle. “I thought 
that was pretty funny.” 

Funny, but, as Todd pointed out, not quite 
accurate. 

“He was implying I didn’t pitch it enough, 
but I don’t agree with that,” Todd said. 
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One of the games Todd is most remembered 
for is the 1975 Sugar Bowl against Penn State. 
The Crimson Tide entered the game on an 
eight-game bow] losing streak, but, thanks in 
large part to Todd’s MVP performance, 
Alabama was able to snap that skid with a 13- 
6 victory. The senior quarterback completed 
10-of-12 passes for 205 yards. The big play 
was Todd's 55-yard strike to Ozzie Newsome 
that set up the game’s only touchdown. 

“(Penn State) came into the game deter- 
mined to stop the run, stacking the line with 
Ll men,” Todd said. “They were daring us to 
throw. And we did.” 

A couple weeks later, Todd turned in an- 
other outstanding passing performance, this 
time in the Senior Bow! where he passed for 
332 yards and two touchdowns. Those two 
games, plus a solid passing day against 
Auburn in the regular season finale, helped 
earn Todd a shot in the NFL. 

In 1998 Todd was inducted into the 
Alabama Sports Hall of Fame, and earlier this 
year was inducted into the Senior Bowl Hall 
of Fame. 


ormer Alabama quarterback Joe 
Fess then with the New York Jets, 

played a role in helping Todd move on 
to the next level. “He told the Jets that they 
really needed to take a look at me,” Todd 
said, “He really probably had a lot to do with 
me being drafted by the Jets.” 

The Jets not only heeded Namath’s advice, 
they made Todd their first-round pick. Todd's 
first year with New York in 1976 turned out 
to be Namath’s last year there. It also wasn't a 
very good year, The Jets went 3-11 under 
rookie head coach Lou Holtz with Todd see- 
ing more action than many people expected. 

“It was like being thrown to the wolves,” 
Todd said. “Plus, our team wasn't that good 
in the first place.” 

Things did get better. Todd guided the Jets 
to the playoffs in 1981, losing in the first 
round, and then led them back again in 1982, 
this time advancing all the way to the AFC 
Championship Game where the Jets lost 14-0 
to Miami. After the 1983 season, Todd was 
traded to the New Orleans Saints, much to 
his dismay. 

“IT was a little bitter,” he said. “When you're 
traded like that, they're saying they don't be- 
lieve they can win with you anymore. But 
looking back, I’m not bitter now.” 

Todd spent two seasons with the Saints be- 
fore returning to New York in 1986 when the 
Jets were in an injury pinch, Todd retired 
after the °86 season, ending his career having 
passed for 20,610 yards and 124 touchdowns. 

“T enjoyed it and had a good time,” Todd 
said of his NFL career. “I have a lot of fond 
memories.” 
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Ironically, Todd’s intention after college 
wasn't to go to the NFL but rather to go into 
coaching. He figured he would start off as a 
graduate assistant at Alabama in 1976 and 
then continue his career from there. Looking 
back, Todd thinks things worked out for the 
best-especially considering how much pa- 
tience a person needs in order to be a good 
coach, 

“| get aggravated at Gator when he misses 
an eight-foot putt,” Todd said. “I wouldn't be 
too patient as a coach. Patience, you could 
say, is not one of my virtues.” 

Personality traits aside, Todd likely would 
have bypassed a coaching opportunity even 
alter he retired from the NFL. By that time he 
was looking forward to a break from the 
game as well as a break from being in the 
spotlight. 

“I was ready to be out of the public eye,” he 
said, 


nd for the most part since then he has 
At These days, Todd is content 

being a regular football fan. And for 
him that means closely following the Crim- 
son Tide, especially since his old 
quarterbacks coach at Alabama, Mal Moore, 
is the current athletics director. He attended 
over half the home games last season, 

While the 2003 campaign turned out to be 
a major disappointment, Todd believes better 
days are ahead, 

“L think they'll get their confidence back 
next season,” he said. “Of course, too, they'll 
still be dealing with some of the effects of the 
scholarship reductions. | think we're proba- 
bly still a few years away from being back at 
the level we know we can be.” 

The good news, Todd believes, is that 
Alabama has the right man leading the way. 
Todd said he’s been impressed by Mike 
Shula’s calm, unflappable demeanor and be- 
lieves it’s that type of coolness under pressure 
that instills confidence in everyone else. 

And what does the former Alabama quar- 
terback think of the Tide’s current signal 
caller, Brodie Croyle? 

“I think Brodie has a lot of ability,” Todd 
said. “He's got a good arm. He just needs to 
learn to get down when he's running and not 
take so many shots. But he's got all the tools. 
He just needs a little more time in the system. 
Obviously, the whole team does, but I think 
that’s particularly true for the quarterback.” 

Todd, like every other Alabama fan, will no 
doubt follow the team's progress this 
spring-the first spring practice in the Mike 
Shula era. Just don’t bet on Todd following 
Alabama spring football practices quite as 
closely next year. For this father of a future 
Crimson Tide athlete, spring 2005 is when 
Alabama golf takes center stage. 
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Men’s Basketball 


Date/ Opponent CST/TV/ 
UolA Opp. 
75 Global Sports (Exh.) 69 


Coaches Vs. Cancer 
@ Madison Square Garden, New York 


62 Pittsburgh 71 
39 Louisiana Tech 63 
83 Southeastern Louisiana 76 
71 @ Providence 76 
79 NC-Charloue 72 


65 Austin Peay 47 
72 Athletes In Action (Exh.) 77 
76 Tennessee-Chattanooga 72 
Las Vegas Showdown 
87 Oregon 56 
LOL Mercer 44 
71 Wisconsin 56 
47 @ Xavier 68 
66 @LSU 70 
8L Arkansas 65 
69 Auburn 46 
45 @ Georgia 42 
60 @ Mississippi 71 
78 Florida 88 
54 LSU 60 
82 @South Carolina 90 
55 @ Kentucky 66 
83 Tennessee 70 
67 Vanderbilt 70 
77 @ Mississippi State 73 
Feb, 24 @ Auburn 8:00/ESPN 
Feb. 28 Mississippi 3:00/]-P 
March 3 @ Arkansas 7:00/]-P 
March 6 Mississippi State TBA 
March 11-SEC Tournament TBA/J-P, CBS 
March 14 @ Adanta 
> é ° 
Men’s Swimming 
Date/ Opponent CST/ 
UolA Opp. 
138 @LSU 99 
Delta State Invitational 
122 Delta State 18 
101 Drury 39 
94 Louisiana-Monroe 46 
77 @ Auburn 149 
Dec. 5-7 Georgia Invitational All Day 
Dec. 15- Training Camp All Day 
Dec. 21 @ Colorado Springs, Colo. 
112 Georgia 174 
141 Georgia Tech 100 
137 @ Florida State 103 
94 @ Florida 135 
115 @ South Carolina 127 
Feb. 11-15 US Nationals All Day 
@ Orlando, Fla. 
Feb. 25-28 SEC Championships All Day 
@ Athens, Ga. 
Mar.5 Last Chance @ Auburn TBA 
Mar, 12-14 NCAA Zone Diving — All Day 
@ Athens, Ga. 
Mar. 25- NCAA Championships All Day 
Mar, 27 @ Long Island, N.Y. 
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Women’s Basketball 


Date Opponent CST 

UofA Opp 

98 Berry College (Exh.) 66 

60 Premier Players (Exh.) 71 

76 @ Michigan 74 

Rocky Mountain Invite @ Ft Collins, Colo, 

56 Boston College 77 

84 Long Beach State 66 

81 Jacksonville State 52 

76 Texas-San Antoinio 63 

51 Virginia Tech 68 

83 Tennessee Tech 61 

Central Florida Classic @ Orlando, Fla. 

77 ~Bethune-Cookman +4 

63 Central Florida 41 

55 @ Florida International 61 

77 @Santa Clara 65 

70 Houston 76 

61 @ Middle Tennessee 65 

74 South Carolina 71 

67 Mississippi 62 

51 @ Tennessee 72 

61 @ Auburn 70 

57 Mississippi State 65 

69 @ Florida 76 

68 @ Georgia 71 

68 LSU 103 

81 Vanderbilt 68 

51 @South Carolina 77 

68 Arkansas 65 

59 @ Kentucky 62 

Feb. 26 Auburn 7:00 

Feb. 29 @ Mississippi State 2;00 

March 4- SEC Tournament TBA 
March 7 @ Nashville 


Women’s Swimming 


Date/ Opponent CST/ 
UofA Opp. 
137 @LSU 104 
Delta State Invitational 
117 Delta State 23 
84 Drury 5+ 
106 Louisiana-Monroe 34 
92 @ Auburn 134 
Dec. 5-7 Georgia Invitational All Day 
Dec. 15- Training Camp All Day 
Dec. 21 @ Colorado Springs, Colo. 
106 Georgia 179 
144 Georgia Tech 99 
93 @ Florida State 149 
82 @ Florida 146 
115 @ South Carolina 127 
Feb. 11-15 US Nationals All Day 
@ Orlando, Fla. 
Feb. 25-28 SEC Championships All Day 
@ Athens, Ga. 
Feb, 29 Last Chance @ Athens All Day 
Mar. 12-14 NCAA Zone Diving All Day 
@ Athens, Ga. 
Mar. 20- NCAA Championships All Day 
Mar. 22 @ College Station, Texas 
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2003-04 Alabama Winter Sports Results 


Gymnastics 


Date 
UofA 
Jan. 9 


CST 


Opp 
7:00 


Opponent 


Super Six Challenge 


(Alabama 196.725, Florida 195.950, 
Georgia 195.550, Oklahoma 195.275, 
Oregon State) 193.775, Denver 193.600 


197.125 
197.600 
197.925 
197,075 
197.075 
197.550 
Feb. 27 
March 12 
March 20 


April 3 
April 15- 
Aptil 17 


Penn State 194.600 
@ LSU 196.775 
Florida 196.175 
@ Auburn 196.325 
@ Kentucky 195.075 
Georgia 197.825 
Arkansas 7:30 
@ Michigan 7:00 
SEC Championships 6:00 


@ Gwinnett, Georgia 
NCAA Regionals @ TBA 
NCAA Championships 
@ Los Angeles 


Men’s Indoor Track 


Date 
Jan. 16-17 


Jan. 23-24 

Feb. 6-7 
Feb, 13-14 
Feb. 28-29 
March 5-6 


Mar. 12-13 


Event 

Kentucky Invitational 
@ Lexington, Ky. 
Niswonger Invitational 
@ Johnson City, Tenn, 
Meyo Invitational 

@ South Bend, Ind. 
Tyson Invitational 

@ Fayetteville, Ark, 
SEC Championships 
@ Lexington, Ky. 

Last Chance 

@ South Bend, Ind. 
NCAA Championships 
@ Fayetteville, Ark. 


Women’s Indoor 


Date 
Jan. 16-17 


Jan. 23-24 


Jan. 24 
Feb. 7 


Feb. 13-14 
Feb. 20 
Feb. 28-29 
March 6 


Mar. 12-13 


Track 


Event 

Kentucky Invitational 
@ Lexington, Ky. 
Niswonger Invitational 
@ Johnson City, Tenn. 
@ Clemson 

Sevigne Husker Invitational 
@ Lincoln, Neb. 

lowa State Invitational 
@ Ames, lowa 

Purple Tiger Invitational 
@ Baton Rouge, La. 

SEC Championships 

@ Lexington, Ky. 

Last Chance 

@ Ames, lowa 

NCAA Championships 
@ Fayetteville, Ark. 
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2004 Alabama Spring Sports Results 


Baseball 
Date/ Opponent Time/ 
UofA Opp 
4+ New Orleans 1 
2 New Orleans 2 
12 New Orleans 11 
3 @ Jacksonville State 4 
6 Cincinnati 3 
12 Cincinnati 0 
3 Cincinnati 2 
Feb 25 Centenary 6:30 
Feb 27 SE Louisiana 6:30 
Feb 28 SE Louisiana 4:00 
Feb 29 SE Loutsiana 2:00 
Mar3 UAB 6:30 


Centenary Gent Classic 
(Fairgrounds Field, Shreveport) 


Mar5 Louisiana Tech 5:00 
Mar 6 Centenary 8:00 
Mar7 Kansas State Noon 
Mar 10 Southern Miss 6:30 
Mar 12 SE Missouri State 6:30 
Mar 13. SE Missouri State 4:00 
Mar 1+ SE Missouri State 2:00 
Mar 17 @Bham Southern 6:30 
Mar 19 @ Georgia 7:00 ET 
Mar 20) @ Georgia 4:00 ET 
Mar 21 @ Georgia 1,00 ET 
Mar 24 Morehead State 30 
Mar 26 Mississippi 6:30 
Mar 27 Mississippi +:00 
Mar 28 Mississippi 1:00 
Mar 31 @South Alabama 6:00 
Apr2 @ Arkansas 6:35 
Apr3 @ Arkansas 2:05 
Apr 4+ @ Arkansas 12;30 
Apr 6 Louisiana Tech 6;30 
Apr 9 Vanderbilt 6:30 
Apr lO Vanderbilt +:00 
Apr ll Vanderbilt 2:00 
Apr 14 @ UAB TBA 
Apr 16 Auburn 6;30 
Apr 17 Auburn 4:00 
Apr i8 Auburn 2:00 
Apr 21 Samford 6:30 
Apr 23. @So. Carolina 7:00 ET 
Apr 24 @ So. Carolina 4:00 EL-TV 
Apr 25 @So. Carolina 1:30 ET 
Apr 28 Miss. Valley State 6:30 
Apr30 @LSU 6:30 
May 1 @LSU 2:00 
May 2 @LSU 1:00 
May 7 Florida 6:30 
May 8 Florida 4:00 
May 9 Florida Noon 
May 14 @ Kentucky —6;30 ET 
May 15 @Kentucky 2:00 ET 
May 16 @ Kentucky Noon ET 
May 21 Mississippi State — 6;30 
May 22 Mississippi State 4:00 
May 23 Mississippi State 2:00 
May 26- SEC Tournament 
May 30 (Hoover, Alabama) TBA 
June 4- NCAA Regional 
June6 (Campus Sites) TBA 
June 11- NCAA Super Regional 
June 14 (Campus Sites) TBA 
June 18- College World Series 
June 28. Omaha, Nebraska TBA 


All Times Central unless noted. 
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Softball 


Date/ Opponent Time/ 
UofA Opp 
Stanford Spring Classic @ Palo Alto 
1 Stanford + 
2 San Jose State 0 
2 Stanford 1 
5 San Jose State 0 
Bama Bash 
8 Lipscomb 0 
2 Eastern Kentucky 1 
5 Albany 1 
12 Albany 0 
7 Lipscomb 0 
Palm Springs (Calif.) Classic 
3 Northwestern 1 
3 US, Olympic (exh) 11 
0 Arizona | 
2 Pacific 3 


Feb, 22. Cal-Fullerton Cned rain 
Frost Classic @ Chattanooga 
Feb. 27- (Marshall, No Texas, TBA 
Feb. 29 Chattanooga, U-T Martin, 

Wisconsin, Tenn Tech) 


Mar 2 Samford 7:00 
Mar 6 @ Arkansas (2) 12:00 
Mar7 @ Arkansas 12:00 
Mar 10 Jacksonville State 6:00 
Mar 13. Tennessee (2) 1:00 
Mar 14+ Tennessee 1:30 
Mar 16 Tulsa 6:30 
Mar 17 Alabama State 6:30 
Mar 20 @Kentucky (2) — 1:00 
Mar 21 @ Kentucky 1:00 
Mar 23. Florida (2) 5:00 
Mar 24 Florida 5:00 
Mar 27 LSU (2) 1:00 
Mar 28 LSU (Fox TV) 1:00 
Apr 3 @ Mississippi (2) 1:00 
Apr 4 @ Mississippi 1:00 
Apr9 @ Mississippi St (2)5:00 
Apr 10 @ Mississippi St 2:00 
Apr 13 @ Georgia Tech (2) 3:00 
Apr15 Bham-Southern 7:00 
Apr L7 So Carolina (2) 1:00 
Apr 18 So Carolina (Fox TV)1:00 
Apr 20 @ Auburn (2) 5:00 
Apr 21 @ Auburn 3:00 
Apr 27 @Bham Southern 7:00 
May 1 Georgia (2) 1:00 
May 2 Georgia 1:30 
May 8 @Maryland(2) = 1:30 
May 13- SEC Tournament TBA 
May 16 @ Tuscaloosa 
May 20- NCAA Regional TBA 


May 23 (Campus Sites) 
May 27- College World SeriesTBA 
May 31 @ Oklahoma City, Okla. 


Men's Outdoor Track 


Date Event 

Mar 18- Alabama Relays 

Mar 21 @ Tuscaloosa 

Apr 2- So Florida Invite 

Apr 3. @ Tampa 

Apr LO Sun Angel Classic 
@ Tempe, Ariz. 
Mt, SAC Relays 
@ Walnut, Calif. 
Drake Relays 
@ Des Moines 
@ Ole Miss Open 
SEC Championships 
@ Oxford, Miss. 
NCAA Regional 
@ Baton Rouge 
NCAA Championships 
@ Austin, Texas 


Apr 16- 
Apr 17 
Apr 22 
Apr 24 

May 1 

May 13- 
May 16 

May 28- 
May 29 
June 9- 

June 12 


Men’s Tennis 


Date/ Opponent Time/ 
UofA Opp 
53 Samford 2 

7 Jacksonville St 0 

7 Troy State 0 

6 Furman 1 

1 @ Ohio State 6 

3 @ South Florida 4 

6 @ Central Florida 1 

Feb 25 Middle Tennessee 3:00 


Mar 5 @ Mississippi 1:00 
Mar7 @ Mississippi St 1:00 
Mar 11- Blue-Gray Invitational 


Women’s Tennis 


Date/ Opponent Time/ 
UofA Opp 
4+ Louisville 3 

| @ Harvard 6 

2 @ Miami 5 

5 Florida State 2 

7 @ Houston 0 

| SMU @ Houston 6 

4+ @Rice 3 

Feb 27 Georgia 3:00 
Feb 29 @ Tennessee 1:00 
Mar 5 Mississippi 3:00 
Mar 7 Mississippi State — 1:00 
Mar I+ Michigan Noon 
Mar 19 South Carolina 3:00 
Mar 21 Florida 1:00 
Mar 26 @ Vanderhilt 2:30 
Mar 28 @ Kentucky Noon 
Apr 2 @ Arkansas 2:00 
Apr+ @LSU Noon 
Apr9 Marquette 3:00 
April @ Auburn 1:00 
Apr 13 South Alabama 3:00 


Apr 15- SEC Championships 
Apr 18 @ Nashville 

May Il4- NCAA Regional 

May 16 @ TBA 

May 20- NCAA Championships 
May 29 @ Athens, Ga. 


Women’s Golf 


Date Event Result 


Feb 9 Tulane Invitational 

Feb 10 @ New Orleans 5th of 9 

Feb 22- Saguaro Classic 

Feb. 24 @ Tucson, Ariz. 

Mar 5- Cleveland Classic 
Mar7 @ Baton Rouge 

Mar 12- Lady Gamecock 

Mar 14+ @ Blythewood, SC 

Mar 26- Liz Murphey Classic 

Mar 28 @ Athens, Ga. 

Apr 16- SEC Championships 

Apr 18 @ Baton Rouge 

May 6- NCAA Regional 


May 8 @ Howey-in-the-Hills, Fla. 


May 18- NCAA Championships 
May 21 @ Auburn 


Women's Outdoor Track 


Apr 22- 


Event 

Drake Relays 

@ Des Moines 

LSU Invitational 

@ Baton Rouge 

Orange & Purple Invite 
@ Clemson, S.C. 


Date 


Apr 24 
May 1 


May 8 


May 13- SEC Championships 


@ Oxford, Miss. 


Mar 1+ @ Montgomery 
Mar 19 @ South Carolina 1:00 
Mar 21 @ Florida 1,00 
Mar 26 Vanderbilt 1:00 
Mar 28 Kentucky 1:00 
Mar 31 Rice L00 
Apr 2 Arkansas L:00 
Apr 4 LSU 1:00 
Apr7 Alabama-B’ham 1:00 
Apr7 Bham-Southern 3:00 
Apr 10 Auburn 1:00 
Apr 16 @ Georgia 1;00 
Apr 22- SEC Championships 
Apr 25 @ Nashville 
May 15- NCAA Regional 
May 16 @ TBA 
May 22- NCAA Championships 
May 31 @ Tulsa, Okla. 
Men's Golf 
Date Event Result 
Jan 31- Gator Invitational 
Feb 1 @Gainesville Sth of 15 
Feb 9- Tulane Invitational 
Feb 10 @ New Orleans 4th of 9 
Mar 1- Cleveland Classic 
Mar2 @Los Angeles 
Mar 12- Conrad Rehling Invite 
Mar 14+ @ Capstone Club 
Mar 29- Atlanta Intercollegiate 
Mar 30 @ Atlanta 
Apr 3- Augusta State Invite 
Apr4 @ Augusta, Ga, 
Apr 16 SEC Championships 
Apr 18 @ Sea Island, Ga. 
May 20- NCAA Regional 
May 22 TBA 
June 1- NCAA Championships 
June 4+ @ Hot Springs, Va. 
Date Event 
Mar 18- Alabama Relays 
Mar 2! @ Tuscaloosa 
Apr3 Crimson Tide Classie 
@ Tuscaloosa 
Apr 8- Sea Ray Relays 
Apr 10 @ Knoxyille 
Apr 15- Mt. SAC Relays 
Apr 17 @ Walnut, Calif. 
Apr 16 Pomona Invitational 
@ Pomona, Calif. 
Apr17 Long Beach Invitational 


@ Long Beach, Calif. 
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May 16 


May 28- NCAA Regional 


May 29 
June 9- 
June 12 


@ Baton Rouge 
NCAA Championships 
@ Austin, Texas 
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He Was Connection To The Coach 


pected death at age 67 on February 16. For most it was the mem- 

ory of Thornton as host of the “Bear Bryant Show” through most 
of Coach Paul Bryant's career as Alabama head football coach. The 
popular playback of Alabama's previous football game featured the 
legendary head coach with Thornton keeping things on track—-help- 
ing Bryant with pronunciation of difficult names and getting the 
coach back to the business of the playback when Bryant went too far 
afield with meandering stories. 

It seems at times that almost 
every Alabama follower who was 
alive during Bryant's tenure has a 
memory of a personal situation 
with the famed coach, but in truth 
Bryant was relatively isolated from 
direct contact with the public. 
Thornton was the connection of 
Crimson Tide fans with Bama foot- 
ball and with Bryant, While Bryant 
was intimidating, Thornton's big 
smile and twinkling eyes were 
inviting. 

But that Sunday hour of televi- 
sion during football season was 
but a small slice of the work of 
Thornton, who joined Alabama as 
sports information director in 
1964 and was named assistant ath- 
letics director to Bryant a decade 
later. His time at Alabama was the 
highlight of a distinguished career 
in athletics. 

The Arkansas native served as 
sports information director at his 
alma mater, Arkansas State, and at 
Tulane, then joined the staff of the 
NCAA under the famed Walter 
Byers, the first executive director 
of the organization. The NCAA 
now has some 350 full-time em- 
ployees. When Thornton was 
there the work (some would say 
much better work) was performed 
by half a dozen very competent in- 
dividuals. 

Early in 1964, Thornton—who 
had met Bryant when Tulane was 
still a member of the Southeastern 
Conference-got a call from Bryant 
inviting him to come to Alabama. 
Like many people with an opportunity to work for Bryant, Thornton 
didn’t hesitate. 

Also like many who worked for Bryant, Thornton was ambitious. 
That was the kind of men Bryant wanted to have around him. And 
Thornton's goal was to be an athletics director. That opportunity 
came at Miami following the 1978 football season, but Thornton 
didn’t like the situation and returned to Alabama. But in 1982 he left 
Bryant to go to Texas ASM (from where Bryant had come to 
Alabama, and one of Bryant's very favorite places). Thornton served 
as executive athletics director at Texas A&M, where Jackie Sherrill 
held the duties of head football coach and athletics director. Later 
Thornton would serve as general manager of Memphis Showboats of 
the World Football League. He returned to Alabama for brief stints in 
The University’s alumni and development offices (where he is best re- 
membered for starting the program of University of Alabama credit 


I: was difficult to sum up Charley Thornton following his unex- 
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cards). He concluded his career as athletics director at his alma 
mater, Arkansas State. Thornton had an ability to make news, and he 
made it for Arkansas State when he hired Ray Perkins as head foot- 
ball coach. 

Following his retirement from Arkansas State in 1993, he and his 
wife, Doris, lived in Jasper before moving to Tuscaloosa five years 
ago. 

He is a member of the Hall of Fame of the College Football Sports. 
Information Directors of America (CoSIDA) and recipient of the Arch 
Ward Award from CoSIDA. He 
served for many years on the NCAA 
Basketball Tournament operations 
staff. 

Thornton was considered by his 
peers to be one of the greatest of 
“idea men.” And Alabama fans can 
probably thank him for Bryant ex- 
tending his remarkable career for a 
few years. Bryant was giving serious 
consideration to retirement in the 
late 1970s when Thornton gave him 
some interesting figures. Coach 
Bryant was winning games al a re- 
markable clip, about 10 per season, 
and the all-time record of wins by a 
college football coach (Amos Alonzo 
Stagg) was 315, within reach in only 
a few seasons. Coach Bryant made 
the announcement that he would 
stay around. “Someone's got to have 
the record, and it might as well be 
me,” he said, and one can hear 
Thornton making that exact argu- 
ment to him. 

Thornton had many other practi- 
cal ideas. When he felt The 
University was not making enough 
money from its radio network, he 
convinced Bryant to bring the opera- 
tion in house. Thornton ran it for a 
year before turning it back to a net- 
work-at approximately four times 
the previous rate for Alabama. When 
he saw that Alabama's school of 
_ journalism wasn’t putting many peo- 
ple into Alabama newspapers, he 
convinced Bryant to allow him to 
add numerous student assistants to 
his staff to give them the training 
they needed. His “graduates” of that 
practical experience have done extraordinarily well and some two 
dozen of them came to serve as pall bearers at his funeral. 

When a fledgling sports television cable network, ESPN, was des- 
perately trying to establish itself, Thornton worked a deal for a replay 
of an Alabama football game. In exchange, the network televised live 
events from the campus of The University (baseball, tennis, etc.) for 
several years. 

In addition to his wife, Doris, he is survived by a son, Stanley, of 
Madison; a daughter, Amelia, of Athens, Georgia; granddaughter, 
Ariel, of Madison; and sister Betty Burke of Greenville, Mississippi. 

The family requests memorials to Caring Days of Tuscaloosa (1110 
6th Ave E, Tuscaloosa, AL 35401), The University of Alabama 
Athletics Department (PO. Box 870323, Tuscaloosa, AL 35487), or 
Forest Lake Methodist Church (1711 4th Ave, Tuscaloosa, AL 35401). 

—Kirk McNair 
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yesteryear as we remember 
Alabama tradition. And for 
the best and most accurate 
recruiting information, 
nothing compares. 


Prease Seno Me One Year 

Or ‘BAMA For Ont $35.00. 
Total amount enclosed $ for_____ subscriptions. Alabama resi- 
dents add $2.00 sales tax to each order. Overseas add $10.00 each order. 
O payment Enclosed Make checks payable to: 
Naser ome rith 
OVisa Tuscaloosa, AL 35486 
Bank Cardi# Exp. Date. 
Signature 
Please Print 
To: (Name), 
(Address), 
(City), 


hone Number. New Subscription. Renewal 


(Address) 


(City) State. Zip__ 


August thr 


gift idea, too! : 

Make the big play to 
get on the inside of Crimson _ 
Tide football. Return the 
coupon or for immediate 
service, just call toll-free 


1-800-713-2261. 


os & 


